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Deron Bilous takes the oath of office. 


Bilous 


Sworn 


in as ‘minister 


Holds one of his first meetings with SMHG 


(UkrNews)—Ukrainian || Сап- 
adian Deron Bilous was sworn in as 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
the Minister in Charge of Service 
Alberta in the cabinet of Alberta’s 
new Premier Rachel Notley during 
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a ceremony at Alberta’s Legislature 
grounds in Edmonton, May 24. 

“On this historic day, we are, 
once again, joining together in pur- 
suit of our common dream — the 
same dream that has inspired gen- 
erations of Albertans. It’s a dream 
founded on the idea that change is 
possible — and that a better future 
awaits. It is springtime in Alberta, 
and a fresh wind is blowing,” stat- 
ed Notley. 

Bilous, MLA for Edmonton Bey- 
erly-Clareview was one of four in- 
cumbent NDP MLAs re-elected in 
the May 5 general election which 
saw the New Democrats oust a 
44-year-old Progressive Conserva- 
tive dynasty, winning a majority of 
54 seats in the 87-member Legisla- 
ture. 

A former student of the Ukrain- 
ian Bilingual Program at St. Martin 
School and a former dancer with 
St. Basil’s Kupalo Dancers, Bil- 
ous is (to our knowledge) the only 
Canadian of Ukrainian origin in the 
new legislature. 

One of his first meetings follow- 
ing his investiture took place the 
following day with members of 
the Board of Directors and Execu- 
tive Team of St. Michael’s Health 
Group (SMHG), a healthcare or- 
ganization, founded by members 
of the Ukrainian community, that 
provides long term care, supportive 
housing, programs and services to 
seniors. 

Joining Bilous were newly 
elected MLAs Chris Nielsen (Ed- 
monton-Decore), Christina Gray 
(Edmonton Mill Woods and Trevor 
Horner (Spruce Grove-St. Albert). 
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Volya headlines Village Dance Festival 


: й 
PHOTOS — МАВСО LEVYTSKY 


The Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village opened its 2015 summer season with the Celebration of Dance 
Festival, May 18, at this historic site located 50 kilometres east of Edmonton. The Volya Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble (pictured above performing Hospodynnia) headlined this year 5 event. Below: The Cheremosh School 
of Dance perform the Pryvitalna Suita. For more see page 8 of this issue. 


Plastun honoured for saving fellow scout’s life 


(UkrNews)—An Edmonton 
member of the Ukrainian Youth 
Association Plast was honored 
May 30 for saving a fellow scout’s 
life during a camping trip in British 
Columbia last year. 

The Bronze Cross was presented 
to Julian Teterenko by the world 
leader of Plast (Nachalnyi Plastun), 
Dr. Lubomyr Romankiw, at the an- 
nual Festival of Spring (Sviato 
Vesny) celebration of the Edmon- 
ton Branch (Stanytsia) of Plast, 
held at Elk Island Park, located 50 
kilometres east of the city. 

Also present at the ceremony 
was the head of Plast in Canada, 
Olena Choba. 

Last August Teterenko saved 
Maksym Kadziela from drowning 
when the latter’s legs cramped up 
during a swim in the Fraser River 
near Mount Robson. 

“They were just swimming 
across the little area that we had, 
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Nachalnyi Plastun Dr. Lubomyr Romankiw pins the Bronze Cross on 
Julian Teterenko, as the head of Plast in Canada, Olena Choba, looks on. 
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Нова хвиля ескалації Ha Донбасі 
Світу потрібна нова парадигма безпеки 


Яна Полянська, Радіо Свобода 

Нова хвиля ескалації: Росія перекидає все нову і 
нову техніку на кордон із Україною - це зафіксував 
кореспондент Reuters. A в штабі АТО повідомляють, 
що бойовики останнім часом удвічі частіше по- 
рушують перемир'я. На тлі посилення загрози у 
Києві відбувся форум, присвячений світовій безпеці. 
Офіційний Київ закликав світ ще раз подумати про 
введення миротворців та посилити санкції. Про 
НАТО мова, однак, поки що не йде - Україні дове- 
деться оборонятись без допомоги альянсу. 

Росія перекидає техніку та нові сили із 
Ростовської області до українського  кордо- 
ну, повідомляє Reuters. Мова йде про війська, 
мобільні ракетні установки, танки і артилерію на 
імпровізованих базах. Відомо також, що на частині 
техніки видалені номери та ідентифікаційні знаки. 

Впродовж останніх днів, починаючи з суботи, 23 
травня, Reuters був свідком того, як чотири товарні 
потяги з технікою та військовими прибули на 
залізничну станцію у Ростовській області. Щонай- 
менше два з них подорожували далі до військової 
бази. 

У штабі АТО інформують: кількість фактів по- 
рушення режиму тиші з боку бойовиків зросла 
більш ніж у півтора-два рази. Утім і надалі Кремль 
спростовує свою пряму участь у бойових діях на 
Донбасі. 

Паралельно з цим Росія відрядила до окупованої 
частини України вже 28-й такзваний «гуманітарний 
конвой». Згідно з повідомленням МНС Росії, він 
налічує 100 автомобілів та 100 тисяч тонн «допо- 
моги для мешканців Донецької i Луганської об- 
ластей». ОБСЄ повідомило, що перша колона Із 
50 автівок вже пересікла кордон удень 28 травня. 
До вмісту вантажівок Україна, вже традиційно, не 
мала доступу, тож що насправді вони перевозять — 
невідомо. 

На тлі ескалації конфлікту стає очевидно: існуюча 
в світі парадигма безпеки не працює - потрібно 
працювати над новою. Таку заяву зробив президент 
України Петро Порошенко в рамках 8-го Київського 
безпекового форуму. Мова йде про те, що Кремль 
має всі механізми, аби заблокувати в Раді безпеки 
ООН будь-які ефективні проукраїнські заходи. Саме 
тому, пояснив президент, він поставив питання про 
миротворців на Донбасі. 

Наразі ситуація виглядає таким чином, каже 
Порошенко: світ солідарно підтримує Україну 
та засуджує російську агресію. Утім, в ЄС не до 
кінця усвідомлюють загрозу, яка стоїть за діями 
Росії. Україна ж зустріла ворожі війська абсолют- 
но неготовою, За словами Порошенка, на момент 
початку російської агресії близько року тому дер- 
жава мала лише 3-5 тисяч боєздатних військ. Усю 
«чорну» роботу Україна робить сама: волонте- 
ри підтримують армію, підприємства відновили 
виробництво техніки, українці мобілізуються. І 
об'єднавшись, український народ зміг вистояти та 
зупинити агресора. 

За словами Порошенка, російська атака, яка 
мала розділити Україну, певним чином її згур- 
тувала. Українці жертвують гроші на армію та 
роблять свої висновки, дивлячись на зруйновані 
ворожою армією міста Донбасу, За словами прези- 
дента, навіть мовне питання, яким політики охоче 
спекулювали раніше - більше не викликає таких 
суперечок. Порошенко вкотре наголосив на тезі 
про те, що російськомовні українці, які воюють 
на Донбасі, люблять свою державу не менше, аніж 
україномовні. 

Отже 8-й безпековий форум Україна організовує 


за суворих реалій: про миротворців чи постачання 
важкого озброєння для України мова не йде. Во- 
дночас, доводиться брати до уваги Росію, яка на 
папері слідує Мінським угодам, а на ділі виконує 
лише зручні їй пункти, каже Порошенко. 

«Ми маємо посадити Росію за стіл переговорів. 
Ми maemo добитися виведення військ під 
моніторингом і верифікацією ОБСЄ», - сказав 
президент України. 

За словами прем'єр-міністра Арсенія Яценюка, 
світ має діяти згідно тому, що Донбас - це не ло- 
кальний, а геополітичний конфлікт. А закликаючи 
розділити відповідальність і наслідки з Україною, 
він нагадав і про відмову від ядерної зброї. Мова 
йде про те, що коли у 1994 року Україна підписала 
Будапештський меморандум, то натомість от- 
римала гарантії від низки держав, у тому числі 
від держави-агресора Росії, щодо територіальної 
цілісності та незалежності України. Яценюк 
наголошує, що результатом такої домовленості 
стала втрата Криму, та перебування російських 
військ на Донбасі. 

Отже, Яценюк озвучив головний та запасний 
плани. В першу чергу, Україна наполягатиме i 
надалі на дотриманні Росією Мінських угод, хоч 
1 усвідомлює всю недосконалість документа. 3a 
словами прем'єра, Київ дотримується домовлено- 
стей, того ж вимагає і від Кремля. 

«Ми маємо низку навіть не передумов, а ва- 
гомих умов Мінських угод. По-перше, приберіть 
російські війська з української території. По-друге, 
припиніть постачати артилерію і важке озброєння. 
По-третє, закрийте кордон», - зазначив Яценюк. 

«План Б», як його назвав Яценюк, фактично, 
зводиться до того, щоби розбудувати успішну 
державу на вільних від окупанта територіях. A 
далі - чекати, поки захоплені частини України 
порівняють, зроблять відповідні висновки та захо- 
чуть повернутись до складу України. 

Утім, наразі позиція глави уряду Яценюка щодо 
Донбасу однозначна: «Із терористами ніхто не ве- 
стиме переговори, лише з законнообраними пред- 
ставниками Донбасу». А Крим був і залишиться 
частиною України. 

Разом із тим, НАТО поки не буде козирем 
України в реінтеграції окупованих територій. 
Прем'єр Арсеній к вважає, що членство 
в альянсі поки - нереальна перспектива. За його 
словами, «не слід просити, особливо, коли не 
дадуть». Яценюк додав, що не всі країни-члени 
готові підтримати це на даному етапі. 

Водночас, НАТО уважно слідкує 3a 
поведінкою Росії і застерігає її від намірів зава- 
дити Україні, Грузії та Молдові приєднатися до 
Північноатлантичного альянсу в майбутньому. Про 
це генеральний секретар НАТО Єнс Столтенберг 
заявив 27 травня у Вашингтоні. 

Також він додав, що риторичні заяви Кремля про 
ядерну зброю викликають глибоку стурбованість. 
А плани Путіна щодо розміщення в Калінінграді 


ракет, здатних нести ядерну зброю, атакож загроза 


розміщення російської ядерної зброї в анексовано- 
му українському Криму докорінно змінюють стан 
безпеки в Європі, додають в альянсі. 

«Брязкання ядерною зброєю з боку Росії є неви- 
правданою, дестабілізуючою і небезпечною дією», 
— сказав генеральний секретар альянсу. 

Говорячи про дії Росії щодо України, Столтенберг 
зазначив, що Москва намагається продемонстру- 
вати свою військову силу, розпалює націоналізм 
і заявляє про своє право захоплювати територію 
сусідніх держав і гідкоряти їх своїй волі. 


МВС розслідує низку справ стосовно оточення Кернеса 


(Радіо Свобода) -Міністерство внутрішніх 
справ розслідує низку справ щодо оточення 
міського голови Харкова Геннадія Кернеса. Про це 
повідомив керівник МВС Арсен Аваков в інтерв'ю 
агентству «Лігабізнесінформ». 

«MBC розслідує цілий пакет справ стосовно 
оточення Кернеса i «добрих справ» у Харкові. 
Минулого тижня ми заарештували  директо- 
ра «Жилкомсервіс» - це головне комунальне 
підприємство, будь-який харків'янин про це знає 
не з чуток. Директора та головного бухгалте- 
ра КП затримали в залі суду в Києві, тому що в 
Харкові такий суд був би мало реалістичним - за 
відмивання грошей, вони просто взяли і заплати- 
ли 10 мільйонів за неїіснуючу послугу комерційній 
фірмі», - зазначив він. 

Також глава МВС заявляє про якісну доказову 
базу у справі проти Кернеса, яку «без шансів роз- 
бити в суді». 

«Кернес - чиновник високої категорії, яка 
припускає, що його справу повинна розслідувати 


Генеральна прокуратура. Це найважчі звинувачен- 
ня з доказовою базою, які були пред'явлені Кернесу. 
Наскільки мені відома система доказів у цій справі, 
абсолютно без шансів, що вони будуть розбиті в 
суді. Там є свідчення двох сторін - тих, хто бив, і 
тих, кого били. Там є все, щоб неупереджений суд 
виявив склад злочину», - вважає Аваков. 

28 травня в Полтаві відбувалося судове засідання 
по справі Кернеса, якого підозрюють у викраденні 
активістів Майдану і знущань над ними. Під час 
засідання Кернес заявив, що справа проти ньо- 
го є «ефальсифікованою» i звинуватив міністра 
внутрішніх справ Арсена Авакова «у помсті». 

2 березня прокуратура заявила, що харківського 
міського голову підозрюють у викраденні людини, 
катуванні, погрозі вбивством. 

26 березня Генпрокуратура передала до суду 
обвинувальний акт у кримінальному провадженні 
стосовно Кернеса і двох його охоронців. 

Кернес заявляв, що кримінальна справа проти 
нього є сфабрикованою. 
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РНОТО - ВУАМ ВАВАМ 


At St. Michaels Long Term Care Centre. Left to Right: Chris Nielsen, MLA, Edmonton-Decore; Deron Bilous, 
MLA, Edmonton-Beverly-Clareview, Minister of Municipal affairs and Minister in Charge of Service Alberta; 
Marco Levytsky, St. Michael's Board Member; Stan Fisher, St. Michael's CEO; Christina Gray, MLA, Edmon- 
ton Mill Woods; Trevor Horner, MLA Spruce Grove-St. Albert; Garett Spelliscy, Constituency Assistant for 
Deron Bilous; Paul Teterenko, Director, General Services for St. Michael's; Lubomyr Pastuszenko, Vice Chair, 


St. Michael's Board. 


Minster, MLAs meet with St. 
Michael’s to discuss new project 


Cont. from P. 1 


The meeting was arranged by St. 
Michael’s Board Member Marco 
Levytsky with Bilous’ Constitu- 
ency Assistant Garett Spelliscy. 

During the meeting St. Michaels 
CEO Stan Fisher and members of 
the Board and Executive team in- 
formed the MLAs about St. Mi- 
chael’s, focussing in particular on a 
project to convert Grant MacEwan 
University’s South Centre into a 
centre of excellence for long term 
senior care including dementia 
with 201 beds to alleviate stress 
and financial burdens to Alberta’s 
hospitals for senior care. 

“The delivery of this project 
within 18 months will be a win- 
win-win for the Government of Al- 
berta, our seniors in the community 
and for our hospitals who need to 
free up beds now occupied by sen- 
iors with no place to be relocated 
in a quality and caring environ- 
ment,” says Lorraine Bodnarek, 


St. Michael’s Board Member and 
Vice President, Commercial De- 
velopment for Landrex Inc., the 
developer of the project, which is 
to be operated by St. Michael’s. 

“Timing is critical now for this 
project as we have been in limbo 
since March with elections and 
change of government. We can 
save the province over $1300 per 
patient per day by relocating cli- 
ents from hospitals to exceptional 
care facilities who dedicate their 
care and programs to dementia and 
other long term needs of our sen- 
iors,” she told Ukrainian News. 

In a letter to newly appointed 
Health Minister Sarah Hoffman, 
who is also responsible for the Sen- 
iors portfolio, Fisher states: 

“This project has been awarded 
an ASIL grant of $8.1 million, and 
has received confirmation of an 
agreement for 100 beds presently 
by Alberta Health Services. We 
have been working with officials 


Plastun honoured for saving life 


Cont. from P. 1 

where there was really no current, 
and when Maksym got in the water, 
I guess the shock of the cold and 
the stress of hiking for four days 
just got to him and he said his legs 
froze up and he couldn’t swim. 
And luckily I was already in the 
water about 20 metres downstream 
and we noticed him there and І 
went and swam and pulled him out 
to the shore and just took care of 
him from there,” Teterenko told 
Ukrainian News. 

“As we were swimming in the 
river everything just seized and my 
muscles started cramping. Couldn’t 
move my arms, legs, anything,” re- 
lated Kadziela. 

“Then I noticed I was going 
down instead of moving across 
the water... so I just tried pushing 
myself to stay afloat and after that I 
fell just about a foot underneath the 
water and then just a few seconds 
later I felt a hand grab me and pull 
me out of the water. Then Julian 
pulled me out and put me on the 
shore. I lay there for a few minutes, 
sort of got back some conscious- 
ness. Then I walked back to the 
camp. I threw up a few times on the 
way, but after that I just recovered 
quickly. If it wouldn’t have been 


for him, then I wouldn’t be here 
right now. I’m really grateful for 
what he did and that he was right 
there at that time,” he added. 

The following day Romankiw 
presented the Order of St. George in 
gold to Nadia Cyncar for her long- 
term service as the exemplary ar- 
chivist for the Edmonton Stanytsia. 

The Ukrainian scouting associa- 
tion, modeled after the British or- 
ganization founded by Lord Robert 
Baden-Powell in 1908, was offi- 
cially established in Lviv by Olek- 
sandr Tysovsky in April, 1912. In 
addition to its scouting activities, 
the Ukrainian organization also 
aimed to raise national conscious- 
ness among youth. 

It flourished in Western Ukraine, 
but was banned by Polish author- 
ities — first in the Volyn region in 
1928, then in Halychyna in 1930. 

It continued to operate under- 
ground and although it was once 
again banned in Ukraine when the 
Soviet Russians took over, it was 
revived in the Displaced Persons 
Camps of Germany and Austria fol- 
lowing World War II, then spread 
into Ukrainian Diaspora commun- 
ities in Canada and elsewhere. 

It was officially revived 
Ukraine in 1989. 


in 


in Alberta Seniors for a remain- 
ing 101 beds. However, our recent 
election caused a delay in this im- 
pending decision/action. 

“Currently our deliberations with 
MacEwan University are at a critical 
juncture. We have arranged to have 
payments made to MacEwan to en- 
sure this project comes to fruition. 
MacEwan advises us that they need 
a final commitment by June 17 from 
us. We have paid non-refundable ap- 
proximately $700,000 towards this 
culmination.” 


Prime Minister Stephen Harper announces that he will travel to Germany 
for the G-7 Schloss Elmau Summit as well as to Ukraine, Poland, 
Vatican City and Rome from June б to 11 during a meeting with Marko 
Shevchenko, Counsellor & Charge d’Affaires of Ukraine to Canada. 
(PMO photo by Jason Ransom) 


Harper to visit Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—Prime Minister Stephen Harper on June 1 announced 
that he will travel to Germany to participate in the G-7 Schloss Elmau 
Summit on June 7 and 8. Prior to the Summit, he will travel to Kyiv on 
June 6. Following the G-7 Summit, he will visit Warsaw from June 8 to 
10. He will end his travels in Vatican City and Rome on June 10 and 11. 

The G-7 Summit brings together the leaders of Canada, France, Ger- 
many, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom, the United States, and the Euro- 
pean Union. 

Discussions at this year’s G-7 Summit will focus on the global econ- 
omy, development and key foreign policy and security challenges, in- 
cluding Russia’s continued aggression in Ukraine, actions by the so- 
called Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) in Iraq and Syria, and Boko 
Haram in Africa. 

During his visit to Ukraine — his third to the country since January 
2014 — Prime Minister Harper will meet with President Petro Poro- 
shenko and Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk ahead of the G-7 Summit 
to discuss the international community’s response to Russian aggression 
and Canada’s continued support for Ukraine’s ambitious economic and 
democratic reforms. 

“Canada continues to stand with the Ukrainian people against Rus- 
sian aggression. We will continue to support the country as it takes the 
necessary steps towards freedom, security and prosperity. I look forward 
to receiving a personal update on the situation in Ukraine from President 
Poroshenko and Prime Minister Yatsenyuk prior to attending the G-7 
Summit,” said Harper. 


CAREER OPPORUNITY 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN CONGRESS - Fundraising Coordinator 


The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) is seeking a dynamic and highly motivated 
individual with a broad set of skills to execute the fundraising plan for Canada's national voice 
of the organized Ukrainian Canadian community. 

This opportunity can be based out of our Ottawa, Toronto or Winnipeg offices. 

Reporting to the Executive Director, you will be responsible for leading on the organization's 
priority to connect, communicate and steward existing and new donors. In providing 
representation of the organization to the community, you will coordinate events in order to 
ensure the success of fundraising campaigns from start to finish. 


Position Summary: 


Assist in creating a fundraising strategy with the support of the UCC Board of Directors, 
Executive and Policy Committees, as the front line fundraiser. 

Manage a portfolio of donors and secure donor prospects, includes securing 
commitments from individuals, estates, foundations, organizations and corporations. 
Develop and implement UCC communications that compliment fundraising activities. 


Qualifications: 


Post-secondary education, preferably in a related discipline or relevant experience. 
Prior sales experience preferred. Marketing experience Is an asset. 
High proficiency using MS Office products and familiarity with a variety of databases. 


A keen understanding of the Ukrainian Canadian community in Canada. 
Three or more years of experience in a dynamic not-for-profit environment. 
Excellent communication, relationship management and organizational skills. 
Good experience in volunteer relations. 


Strong interpersonal skills with the ability to interact with individuals at all levels. 
А willingness to travel as required. 
Fluency in oral and written English and Ukrainian (an asset). 


Remuneration (including a benefits package) commensurate with experience. й 
Applicants may submit their resume along with а cover letter in confidence by e-mail only 
(with Fundraising Coordinator in the subject line) to taras.zalusky@ucc.ca 


We thank all candidates who wish to apply; however, only those selected for an interview will 
be contacted. Please apply by June 15, 2015. 


CONTINENTAL 


INN 


16625 STONY PLAIN ROAD, EDMONTON, ALBERTA TSP 4A8 
TELEPHONE: 484-7751; FAX:484-9827 


For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 


484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


Also visit our Liquor Store at the back of the hotel. 
We specialize in Ukrainian Beer and Vodka 


Жертводавці 
на Прес Фонд 
«Українських Вістей» 


Donors to the 
Ukrainian News 
Press Fund 


DONATIONS — May, 2015 


Received May 6 - June 3, 2015 


$100 
Oksana Krajkivsky-Prokop, 
Edmonton, AB 


$60 
Luba Fesduschak, 
Sherwood Park, AB 


$50 
Stanley Bugera, Toronto, ON 


$25 

Eugene Bayda, Melfort, SK 
Teodor Jurczak, Scarborough, ON 
Nicholas Latyshko, Etobicoke, ON 
Steve Onyskiw, Weston, ON 

Dr. Nadiya Popil, Kelowna, BC 
Mary Porochiwnyk, Edmonton, AB 
Martha Shepertycky, 

Winnipeg, MB 

Walter Socotsky, Etobicoke ON 


Ми щиро дякуємо всім 
жертводавцям 


Dr. Marko В Stech 
EYE on CULTURE 


MULTI LINGUAL 


BC Sun at 7am, Tues at Sam, Thur at 7am 
Alberta КОНТАКТ — Sun at 11:30am 
Studio@kontakt.ca 416.410.1155 1800.KONTAKT 


WWW.KONTAKT.CA 


$20 

Sophie Dragan, Oakville, ON 
Anna Kwas, Cochrane, AB 
Walter Romaniuk, 

Calgary, AB 

Sally Scales, Salmon Arm, BC 
Linda Shewchuk, 

Gardenton, MB 

Russell & Frances Skrypka, 
Grimsby, ON 

W. Wowk, Chilliwack, BC 


$10 

Fred Antonyshyn, 

Toronto, ON 

Valerie Kajda, Victoria, BC 
Mary Kohut, 

Portage La Prairie, MB 

John Mycko, Ituna, SK 

John Rudnyk, Waterford, ON 
Maria Rush, Victoria, BC 


We sincerely thank 
all donors 


Й SAT and SUN 


Ukrainian Меуу5/Українські вісті, June 4 - 17, 4 - 17 червня, 2015 


Які карти Порошенко 


дав Саакашвілі? 


Марія Тимощук, Радіо Свобода 

У перші ж дні своєї роботи на 
новій посаді Міхеїл Саакашвілі 
вже встиг дати чимало обіцянок, 
Головне завдання нового голови 
Одеської облдержадміністрації, 
яке поставив перед ним прези- 
дент України Петро Порошенко, 
полягає у боротьбі з корупцією в 
регіоні. Однак хабарництво - не 
єдиний виклик, який зараз стоїть 
перед відомим  реформатором 
Саакашвілі. 

Нещодавно розпочате розсліду- 
вання щодо зловживань на 
одеській митниці відкрило 
чергову болючу рану на тілі 
української державної системи. 
На час перевірки керівництво 
регіонального відомства відсто- 


ронене від / виконання своїх 
обов'язків. Корупційні схеми у 
системі проходження митного 


контролю процвітали в Україні 
останнє десятиліття, кажуть ек- 
сперти. 

На думку 
ра громадянської 
«Ні корупції 


координато- 

ініціативи 
на транспорті» 
Олександра | Захарова,  зла- 
мати цю  громіздку систему 
Міхеїлу Саакашвілі не під силу. 
Найбільші порти - Одеський, 
Іллічівський, «Южний» — за- 
ймають лідируючі позиції се- 
ред портів України за об'ємами 
вантажообігу. Водночас, тіньові 
схеми штам також вражають 
своїми масштабами, вважає ек- 
сперт. Єдиний можливий варіант 
для реформ всередині області 
Олександр Захаров вбачає в 
наданні особливих економічних 
преференцій. 

«Потрібно економічно відго- 
родитися від решти України. З 
тими правилами ведення бізнесу 
та податковими порядками важко 
перемогти корупцію», - пояснює 
Олександр Захаров. 

Експерти B | один голос 
твердять, що поява Mixeina 
Саакашвілі на цій арені була 
несподіваним кроком. На дум- 
ку багатьох, мета Саакашвілі 
- зруйнувати ієрархію сформо- 
ваних політичних еліт, які вже 


Петро Порошенко i Михайло Саакашвілі, Одеса, 30 травня. 


A 


десятки років паразитують Ha 
державному апараті області. 

Свою команду Саакашвілі до- 
ведеться вибудовувати з нуля - 
це є його перевагою і недоліком 
водночас. Адже результативність 
дій нового голови ОДА за- 
лежатиме від команди його 
прибічників. Найближчими тиж- 
нями Саакашвілі обіцяв оголоси- 
ти відритий конкурс на посади 
районних голів, яких не міг при- 
значити близько року його по- 
передник Ігор Палиця. 

Є надія, що (ініціативи 
Саакашвілі будуть користуватися 
підтримкою Порошенка, якого сам 
Саакашвілі називає своїм давнім 
другом. Цей карт-бланш у руках 
нового голови Одеської ОДА дає 
йому значну перевагу, вважає го- 
лова Одеської обласної ради Ми- 
хайло Шмушкович. Він запевняє, 
що для Саакашвілі успішність 
його перебування на цій посаді є 
особистим викликом. 

«Ми отримали губернатора, 
якого в нас ніколи не було. Це 
людина, яка в змозі переконува- 
ти Київ, а цього до нього ніхто 
навіть не намагався робити. Це 
плюс для Одеської області. Пре- 
зидент не може дозволити собі 
глобальної ломки державного 
апарату в умовах зовнішньої 
агресії, однак це можна спробу- 
вати зробити на прикладі окремо 
взятої області», - говорить Ми- 
хайло Шмушкович. 

На думку голови Одеської 


обласної ради, Саакашвілі при- 
йшов на цю посаду, аби зламати 
систему. 

Від Саакашвілі перш за все 
очікують реформ. Однак, на дум- 
ку економічного експерта Сергія 
Якубовського, люди покладають 
занадто багато надій на колиш- 
нього президента Грузії. 

«Головним викликом для 
Саакашвілі є не економічний роз- 
виток регіону, адержавний устрій 
України. Це унітарна держава, 
фактично всі повноваження якої 
є в столиці. Навіть такий про- 
гресивний губернатор не може 
привести до змін. Економічного 
чуда нам сподіватись не варто. 
Саакашвілі - розумна людина, 
і, якщо він пішов на такий крок, 
якась мета в цьому є. В умовах 
жорсткої централізації реформи 
можна проводити лише через 
Київ», - запевняє експерт. Сергій 
Якубовський не заперечує, що, 
можливо, Саакашвілі готують 
на посаду з більшими повнова- 
женнями. Наприклад, на пост 
прем'єр-міністра країни. 

Саакашвілі неодноразово за- 
являв, що Одещина - це регіон 
із нереалізованим потенціалом. 
Однак чи вдасться новому голові 
ОДА виконати усі свої обіцянки 
в умовах нинішньої державної 
системи управління, передбачи- 
ти складно. Усе залежить від не- 
формальних угод, які уклали між 
собою Порошенко ї Саакашвілі 
під час цього призначення. 


Україна та ООН обтоворюють альтернативні 
форми присутності у зоні конфлікту 


(Голос Америки) Присутність ООН в Україні в Україні і допомагали Україні та міжнародному то- 
може бути не лише у формі миротворців. Про це вариству покласти край цій війні», - сказав Кислиця. 


заявив в ексклюзивному інтерв'ю «Полосу Аме- 
рики» заступник міністра закордонних справ 
України з міжнародних організацій Сергій Кисли- 
ця. За його словами, зараз сторони обговорюють 
альтернативні форми співпраці. 

«Процес перемовин триває, всупереч заявам, що 
лунають з Москви. На сьогодні це питання в ООН 
не закрите. Перемовини ведуться на всіх рівнях, 
на рівні президента, на рівні міністра закордонних 
справ, я також маю зустрічі у штаб-квартирі ООН. 
Обговорюємо також інші форми присутності ООН 
в Україні для посилення допомоги нам у вирішенні 
проблем, які виникли через війну з РФ». 

Заступник глави українського МЗС зазначив, 
що попри опір Росії перемовний процес триває: 
«Навіть за найбільш оптимальних сценаріїв, роз- 
гортання місії, навіть коли є згода усіх членів Ради 
Безпеки, це питання щонайменше півроку. Зараз 
ми - на другому місяці переговорів з ООН». 

При цьому українська сторона, каже дипломат, 
не може закривати очі на реалії роботи Організації 
об'єднаних націй, за яких Росія лишається 
постійним членом Ради Безпеки ООН, а відтак має 
право заблокувати ухвалення мандату про розгор- 
тання місії. 

«Але в цьому випадку хай Росія пояснює, чому 
вона проти того, щоб миротворці ООН знаходились 


Пан Кислиця песимістично дивиться на варіант 
повторення так званого «корейського сценарію», 
за яким рішення ухвалюється Генеральною 
Асамблеєю ООН в обхід Ради Безпеки. 

«На мою особисто приватну думку, це лише у 
підручниках ООН так пишеться. Насправді, навіть 
якби Генеральна Асамблея ООН ухвалила таке 
рішення, це не скасувало б статут ООН, за яким 
лише рішення Ради Безпеки мають обов'язковий 
характер. А рішення, які ухвалює Генеральна 
Асамблея, є рекомендацією». 

Перебуваючи у Вашингтоні цього місяця, 
Сергій Кислиця обговорював з американськими 
колегами посилення американської присутності 
серед спостерігачів у з зоні конфлікту. Ha 
сьогоднішній день місія ОБСЄ в Україні налічує 
500 спостерігачів, тоді як максимальна кількість, 
дозволена мандатом, є 1000 осіб. За словами ди- 
пломата, європейці пообіцяли Україні більше своїх 
спостерігачів у рамках місії ОБСЄ. 

«Я мав перемовини у Держдепартаменті, амери- 
канська сторона на сьогодні активно робить вне- 
сок як людськими ресурсами, так і фінансовими 
в діяльність місії. Після переговорів з нашими 
іншими європейськими партнерами я можу сказа- 
ти, що інші країни також будуть присутні у місії 
ОБСЄ», - сказав пан Кислиця. 
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Poroshenko warns ої ‘colossal threat? 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s president 
has warned his country there is a 
“colossal threat” that large-scale 
fighting could resume in the east, 
and said the military should be pre- 
pared to defend Ukraine against a 
possible invasion along its border 
with Russia. 

Petro Poroshenko spoke in an an- 
nual address to parliament on June 
4, a day after the heaviest fighting 
between government troops and 
Russian-backed separatist forces in 
eastern Ukraine in months. 

The European Union said the 
clashes were the biggest breach yet 
of a February truce agreement and 
expressed concern they could lead 
to a “new spiral of violence and 
suffering.” 

The EU warned Russia that the 
future of sanctions imposed on 
Moscow over its interference in 
Ukraine would depend on imple- 
mentation of a tenuous February 
peace deal known as Minsk II. 

Poroshenko said that more 
than 9,000 Russian soldiers were 
currently in Ukraine, and that 
Ukraine’s military must be рге- 
pared for the possibility of “a full- 
scale invasion along the entire 
length of the border with Russia.” 

The Ukrainian president’s warn- 
ings were backed by NATO chief 
Jens Stoltenberg, who on June 4 
said that Russia “is present in east- 
ern Ukraine and that it has deliv- 
ered large quantities of heavy, ad- 
vanced weapons to the separatists.” 

The deliveries include “artil- 
lery, antiaircraft systems, advanced 
weapons systems,” Stoltenberg 
told reporters in Oslo, “They have 
supplied more than 1,000 units of 
this kind to the separatists.” 

He added that “Russia has a par- 
ticular responsibility [to end the 
conflict] because they back the 


Members of the Ukrainian armed forces ride on an armored personnel 
carrier as they patrol area near Artemivsk in eastern Ukraine on June 4. 


separatists and supply them with 
heavy arms. They also have forces 
in eastern Ukraine.” 

Ukrainian military spokes- 
man Andriy Lysenko said earlier 
on the same day that at least five 
Ukrainian soldiers were killed and 
39 wounded in the June 3 fighting 


, with separatist forces near the town 


of Maryinka, 30 kilometers west of 
the rebel stronghold of Donetsk. 

Lysenko also said that 80 rebel 
fighters were killed and 100 wound- 
ed in the fighting. His claim could 
not be independently verified. 

The Ukrainian military says the 
separatists, using tanks and artil- 
lery, tried to take government pos- 
itions in an offensive on June 3 in 
violation of Minsk II. 

The rebels blame government 
troops for the fighting and say 15 
civilians and separatist fighters 
died in shelling by government 
forces. 

But the OSCE’s Monitoring Mis- 


sion said it observed a dozen tanks 
and other armored vehicles in reb- 
el-held areas, moving “generally 
in a westerly direction towards the 
contact line — close to Maryinka, 
preceding and during the fighting.” 

The mission’s statement said the 
Ukrainian military informed the 
OSCE that it would move heavy 
artillery to the contact line to deal 
with the “real threat” posed by the 
fighting. 

The military said on June 3 that 
Ukraine had warned its “inter- 
national partners” about its ге- 
deployment of the heavy weap- 
onry, which it said was necessary 
to repel a separatist offensive that 
involved 1,000 fighters as well as 
tanks, mortars, and artillery. 

Heavy artillery had been pulled 
back under Minsk II as part of an 
effort to create a demilitarized zone 
between government-controlled 
and rebel-held territory in the Don- 
etsk and Luhansk regions. 


Russia uses crematoriums on wheels 


(Business Insider)—Russia is 
using crematoriums on wheels to 
burn the bodies of its soldiers who 
die fighting alongside pro-Russian 
separatists in Eastern Ukraine, 
Bloomberg’s Josh Rogin reports. 

“The Russians are trying to hide 
their casualties by taking mobile 
crematoriums with them,” House 
Armed Services Committee Chair- 
man Mac Thornberry told Rogin. 
“They are trying to hide not only 
from the world but from the Rus- 
sian people their involvement.” 

The mobile crematoriums — 
which burn about eight to 10 bod- 
ies a day, according to Ukraine 
security service chief Valentyn 
Nalyvaichenko — reveal how far 
Russia is willing to go to hide its 
military presence in the war. 

“Every day, the hotline of the 
Security Service of Ukraine re- 
cords a great of number of calls 
from dozens of Russian citizens 
who are looking for their relatives 
or Russian soldiers who have been 
sent to the territory of Ukraine,” 
Nalyvaichenko said in January. 

The Kremlin has denied involve- 
ment in Ukraine ever since Russian 
special forces occupied the Ukrain- 
ian peninsula of Crimea in Febru- 
ary 2014. 

“Russian leaders are less and 
less able to conceal the fact that 
Russian soldiers are fighting — 
and dying — in large numbers in 
eastern Ukraine,” NATO Deputy 
Secretary General Alexander Ver- 
shbow told a conference in Latvia 
in March. 

The Russian public has become 
increasingly disillusioned with the 
country’s incursion into Ukraine, 


especially as reports continue to 
emerge about “secret funerals” of 
Russian soldiers killed in the war 
the Kremlin denies, Anna Nem- 
stova reported in Newsweek in 
September. 

"І never volunteered for this; but 
any attempts to quit would be use- 
less,” a young Russian officer told 
Newsweek. “They are sending us 
back to the meat grinder tomorrow; 
if somebody told me earlier about 
the truth, none of us would have 
signed up for $1,000 a month to get 
fried alive in Ukraine.” 

The fact that Russian soldiers 
have been caught in Ukrainian ter- 
ritory more than once contradicts 
the Kremlin’s claims that Russian 
regular forces have never been in- 
volved in the conflict. 

Nine soldiers identifying them- 
selves as members of Russia’s air- 
borne division were captured by 
Ukrainian forces back in August, 
and one of two Russian servicemen 
captured earlier this month in east- 
ern Ukraine admitted to his captors 
that he had been part of a Russian 
special forces spying mission oper- 
ating near the Ukrainian border 
town of Luhansk. 

The Kremlin addressed these in- 
cidents by saying that any Russians 
caught fighting in Ukraine were 
either border patrol agents that had 
accidentally wandered into Ukrain- 
ian territory, or citizens who had 
traveled there of their own volition. 
But Russian soldiers, and their 
families, have repeatedly chal- 
lenged this claim. 

In challenging Putin’s narrative, 
some activists in Russia and Ukraine 
have been closely monitoring the 


death toll-of Russian military per- 
sonnel fighting in Ukraine. 

A report released on May 12 
by allies of the slain Russian op- 
position leader Boris Nemtsovy es- 
timated that 200 Russian soldiers 
died fighting alongside Ukrain- 
jan separatists between August 
2014-February 2015. Their fam- 
ilies, the report alleges, were paid 
2 million rubles ($39,000) by the 
Kremlin to keep quiet about how 
their loved ones died. 

Mothers and fathers who were 
told their sons were being drafted 
to serve in the southern Russian re- 
gion of Rostoy — and then quickly 
lost contact with them — began so- 
liciting the help of Russia’s famous 
Soldiers’ Mothers Committee, led 
by Valentina Melnikova, back in 
August, when 150 Russian troops 
were reportedly killed in an of- 
fensive, Nemstova reported in the 
Daily Beast. 

The relatives who contacted 
Melnikova’s office appeared de- 
termined to travel from Russia 
to Ukraine to look for their boys, 
Melnikova said, “the way relatives 
previously looked for their chil- 
dren in Afghanistan, Karabakh and 
Chechnya.” 

“Putin is violating not only inter- 
national laws, not only the Geneva 
Convention, [he] also is breaking 
Russian Federation law about de- 
fense,” Melnikova told The Daily 
Beast, “and as for Vladimir Sha- 
manoy [commander-in-chief of 
the Russian airborne troops] ... he 
forces his servicemen to fight in 
a foreign state, Ukraine, illegally, 
while mothers receive coffins with 
their sons, anonymously.” 


The EU voiced strong concern 
about the fighting and called on all 
sides to adhere to the cease-fire deal. 

“The violent fighting in 
Maryinka near Donetsk in the east 
of Ukraine constitutes the most 
serious violation of the cease-fire 
arising from the Minsk accords in 
February,” European Commission 
spokeswoman Maja _ Kocijancic 
told reporters. 

She added that it followed the 
movement of a “large quantity of 
heavy weapons towards the line of 
contact” by the separatist rebels. 

In a warning to Russia, Koci- 
jancic noted that EU leaders had 
linked future decisions on easing 
or tightening EU sanctions against 
Moscow to implementation of 
Minsk II, which included the cease- 
fire agreement and other steps to 
resolve the conflict between Kyiv 
and the separatists. 

“The leaders have made a very 
clear link between the restrictive 
measures and the full implementa- 
tion of Minsk, but they have also said 
that they remain if necessary [ready 


to] take further steps,” she said. 
“This remains the EU’s position.” 

France’s Foreign Ministry called 
on June 4 for an immediate end to 
the fighting. 

The Minsk II deal, brokered in 
the Belarusian capital by German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel and 
French President Francois Hol- 
lande, has served as the basis for a 
shaky cease-fire that has decreased 
fighting but not stopped it. 

The fighting on June 3 deepened 
fears that the Minsk II deal could 
fall apart entirely, but by midday 
there had been no reports of major 
hostilities on June 4. 

The conflict has killed more than 
6,400 combatants and civilians in 
eastern Ukraine since April 2014 and 
further damaged ties between Rus- 
sia and the West, which had already 
been severely strained by Moscow’s 
seizure of the Crimean Peninsula 
from Ukraine in March 2014. 

Ukraine on the one hand, and 
Russia and the rebels on the other, 
traded blame for the upsurge in 
fighting. 
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Ukraine’s President Petro Poro- 
shenko has signed into law legisla- 
tion banning both Nazi and Soviet 
symbols and communist-era propa- 
ganda in Ukraine. 

This legislation was vehemently 
opposed, not only by Putinist Rus- 
sia, but also by a number of inter- 
national academics, many of who 
are Canadian, and including some 
who are noted for their attempts 
to vilify Ukrainian freedom fight- 
ers while downplaying such Soviet 
crimes against humanity as the 
Holodomor. 

Included among the signator- 
ies are: Dominique Arel, Chair of 
Ukrainian Studies, University of 
Ottawa; Marko Bojecun, Director 
of the Ukraine Centre, London 
Metropolitan University, UK; Mar- 
co Carynnyk, Independent Scholar, 
Toronto; Heather J. Coleman, Can- 
ada Research Chair and Associate 
Professor, Department of History 
and Classics, University of Al- 
berta; John-Paul Himka, Professor 
Emeritus, Department of History 
& Classics, University of Alberta; 
Ivan Katchanovski, Adjunct Pro- 
fessor, School of Political Studies, 
University of Ottawa; David R. 
Marples, Distinguished University 
Professor, Department of History 
& Classics, University of Alberta; 
Per Anders Rudling, Associate Pro- 
fessor of History, Lund University, 
Sweden; Andreas Umland, Sen- 
ior Research Fellow, Institute for 
Euro-Atlantic Cooperation, Kyiv, 
Ukraine; and Serhy Yekelchyk, 
Professor of Slavic Studies and 
History, University of Victoria. 

In their letter the signatories are 
particularly concerned about “the 
inclusion of groups such as the 
Organization of Ukrainian Nation- 
alists (OUN) and Ukrainian Insur- 
gent Army (UPA) as fighters for 
Ukrainian independence, claiming: 
“Not only would it be a crime to 
question the legitimacy of an or- 
ganization (UPA) that slaughtered 
tens of thousands of Poles in one 
of the most heinous acts of ethnic 
cleansing in the history of Ukraine, 
but also it would exempt from criti- 
cism the OUN, one of the most ex- 
treme political groups in Western 
‘Ukraine between the wars, and 


one which collaborated with Nazi 
Germany at the outset of the Soviet 
invasion in 1941, It also took part 
in anti-Jewish pogroms in Ukraine 
and, in the case of the Melnyk fac- 
tion, remained allied with the occu- 
pation regime throughout the war.” 

But a far more reasoned and 
thoughtful analysis of this legisla- 
tion appeared in a recent issue of 
Business Ukraine in which three 
leading experts — Taras Kuzio, 
Senior Research Associate at the 
Canadian Institute for Ukrainian 
Studies (University of Alberta), 
and Senior Research Fellow at 
the Chair of Ukrainian Studies 
(University of Toronto); Alexan- 
der Motyl, professor of political 
science at Rutgers University in 
Newark; and Bohdan Vitvitsky, 
who 2007-09, who served for two 
and a half years as a Resident Legal 
Advisor at the US Embassy in Kyiv 
= responded to specific questions 
about the legislation. 

All three debunked the claims 
that people could be criminally 
prosecuted for criticizing OUN or 
UPA, though they did point out that 
some revisions in the law may be 
necessary. 

Kuzio termed this the weakest 
section of the law stating no crimin- 
alization of criticism will ever take 
place. He noted that the 2006 law 
on the Holodomor also had a sec- 
tion on criminalization of those who 
rejected it had taken place or was a 
genocide yet the Party of Regions 
and Communists from 2006-2014, 
and President Viktor Yanukovych in 
2010-2014, did just that. 

Motyl said “the law in question 
does not criminalize criticism. It 
states that offensive commentary 
can be subject to the law. That’s a 
fine distinction, but not an unimport- 
ant one.” He also states that the re- 
striction may be revised radically. 
Very significantly, he also notes that 
“while Ukrainians were certainly in- 
volved in Nazi atrocities, the Ukrain- 
ian nationalists are not accused of 
being involved in Nazi atrocities. 
Rather, they are accused of en- 
gaging in their own atrocities during 
the war. The accusers were and are 
Soviet propagandists, Russian his- 
torians supporting a Putinite imper- 
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‘oundation 


ial narrative, and neo-Soviet Western 
historians who have succeeded only 
in demonstrating that Ukrainian na- 
tionalists, like all parties in WWII or, 
for that matter, in any war, engaged 
in excesses. These three groups have 


formed a ‘hegemonic’ historical 
narrative that excludes Ukrainian 
voices and reduces Ukrainians to 
innate fascists and anti-Semites — 
the quintessential “Other” of post- 
colonial studies. What the law ef- 
fectively does, by recognizing that 
the nationalists were ‘fighters’ for 
Ukrainian independence (which of 
course they were — objectively, and 
by any measure), is to integrate the 
nationalists into Ukrainian history, 
undermine the above neo-Soviet he- 
gemony, create a level intellectual 
playing field, and enable Ukrainians 
to debate their own history for the 
first time since the 1920s.” 
Vitvitsky noted that the law con- 
tains an exception for free discus- 
sion and analysis by scholars “so 
the quasi-hysterical response by 
some academics to the law is rather 
overblown. And there is also the 
issue of Russia’s openly existential 
challenge to Ukraine’s very being. 
A part of the decades-long Russo- 
Soviet narrative about Ukraine has 
consisted of misrepresentations 
and distortions about the activities, 
context and motivations on the part 
of anyone involved in opposing 
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Ukraine needs de-Communization 


Soviet rule, so it’s not as though 
Ukraine’s attempt to limit ongoing 
attacks upon its history as part of 
Russia’s information wars is off the 
wall. 

Other points that were made 
were that de-Communization is 


just as necessary in Ukraine as de- 


Nazification was in Germany be- 
cause there are elements in Ukraine 
that still glorify the Soviet past, and 
that this will lead to a truly free dis- 
cussion about Ukraine history. 
And this is very necessary be- 
cause for too long Communist and 
Imperialist Russia and her “useful 
idiots” in the West have presented 
a very selective and distorted his- 
torical narrative. That is not to say 
that both OUN and UPA have no 
skeletons in their closets. In its ear- 
ly days OUN did have an authori- 
tarian ideology. But one has to put 
this in its proper historical context. 
First of all, authoritarian ideologies 
were the norm all across central 
and eastern Europe (with the nota- 
ble exception of Czechoslovakia). 
What makes OUN different is that 
Ukrainians did not have their own 
state, and were conducting a revo- 
lutionary struggle against states 
that were authoritarian (Poland), 
or totalitarian (Nazi Germany and 
Soviet Russia).To single out OUN 
given the historical context of the 
period is grossly unfair. What’s 
more OUN critics conveniently 
ignore the fact that in the 1940s 
OUN abandoned its authoritarian 
ideology and adopted a pluralistic 


and social democratic platform. 
Spurred by UPA Supreme Com- 
mander Roman Shukhevych, the 
OUN at it Third Congress in 1943 
adopted as it key tenets: 

» Opposition to all forms of to- 
talitarian government; 

* Construction of a democratic 
state system in Ukraine; 

* Guaranteed right for self-deter- 
mination against empire and im- 
perialism. 

And while some members of 
UPA did commit atrocities, one 
again has to put this in its proper 
historical context. UPA was fight- 
ing the two most brutal totalitarian 
regimes in history — Nazi Germany 
and Soviet Russia. Nothing UPA 
members may have done can even 
be minutely compared with the 
horrendous crimes against human- 
ity perpetrated by these two re- 
gimes — UPA’s mortal enemies. 

Such a selective distortion of 
Ukraine’s history which is perpe- 
trated by some academics serves 
only to fuel Russian propaganda 
which attempts to portray Ukraine’s 
current government as fascists and 
neo-Nazis in order to justify the 
brutal aggression of their own fas- 
cist regime. 

Ukraine needs de-Communiza- 
tion and Ukraine needs an object- 
ive and true analysis of its tortured 
history. This is especially import- 
ant today as the country is engaged 
in yet another struggle for freedom 
and democracy against a rapacious, 
imperialist and fascist Russia. 


UCC condemns latest Russian offensive 


(UCC National)—The Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
strongly condemns the offensive 
launched by Kremlin-backed ter- 
rorists June 3 against Ukrainian 
forces at Maryinka, Donetsk oblast 
in eastern Ukraine. 

In blatant disregard for com- 
mitments made under the Minsk 
П ceasefire agreements, Kremlin- 
backed terrorists of the so-called 
Donetsk “Peoples’ Republic” 
began a massive artillery bom- 
bardment of Ukrainian positions 
at Maryinka. An attack by some 
1000 troops, with artillery, tank 
and armored vehicle support was 
launched. As of 3 PM Kyiv time, 
Ukraine’s Ministry of Defence re- 
ported that Ukrainian forces had 
repelled the assault. 

Ukraine’s Prime Minister Ar- 
seniy Yatsenyuk stated, “Today, 
Russia has once again violated 
the Minsk agreements. Ahead of a 
meeting of the G-7, yesterday Rus- 
sia deliberately scuttled a meeting 
of the trilateral contact group, and 


today it has instructed its terrorists 
to begin a military operation. [...] 
I am hopeful that the international 
community will give a proper and 
adequate response to Russian ag- 
gression at the G7 summit.” 

Since the signature of the Minsk 
П Agreements on February 12, 
2015, the Russian Federation and 
the terrorists it leads, supplies, 
trains and directs, have blatantly 
and intentionally violated the terms 
of the ceasefire on a daily basis. 
The Kremlin has used the cease- 
fire to re-supply, re-position and 
strengthen its invading forces in 
Ukraine. Numerous sources, in- 
cluding high-ranking NATO offi- 
cials, have stated that Russian ac- 
tions during the ceasefire are con- 
sistent with preparations for further 
offensives against Ukraine. 

“Today’s attack on Maryinka de- 
monstrably shows that Russia has no 
intention of abiding by the Minsk II 
ceasefire agreement to which it is a 
party. Every day, Ukrainian soldiers 
and Ukrainian civilians are being 


killed and injured by Russian artil- 
lery shells,” stated Paul Grod, Na- 
tional President of the UCC. “This 
assault against Ukrainian forces and 
Russia’s continued flagrant viola- 
tions must be answered with a ro- 
bust response from Ukraine’s allies 
— Canada, the United States and 
NATO countries.” 

The UCC calls on Canada, the 
United States and NATO allies to: 

1. Immediately provide Ukraine 
with defensive weapons, including 
anti-tank weapons and equipment 
it needs to defend its territorial in- 
tegrity and the lives of the civilian 
population; 

2. Significantly increase sectoral 
sanctions against Russia’s defence, 
security, energy and financial servi- 
ces sectors — in particular banning 
Russia from the SWIFT banking 
system; 

3. Declare the so-called Donetsk 
and Luhansk “Peoples’ Repub- 
lics” as terrorist organizations and 
designate the Russian Federation a 
state sponsor of terrorism. 


Minsk-2 agreement is dead, says CG4DU 


(CG4DU)—The Canadian 
Group for Democracy in Ukraine 
(CG4DU) calls on Canada to urge 
Ukraine’s President Petro Poro- 
shenko to cease the implementa- 
tion of Minsk-2 until Russia with- 
draws, to cease participation in the 
working groups as they favour the 
Russia-led terrorists and to protest 
the conflict of interest of Russia’s 
monitors in the OSCE. 

To do less is to legitimize its 
occupation of Luhansk and Don- 
bas and provide tacit support of 
Ukzaine’s dismemberment. 

In a letter to Canada’s Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs, the Group 
supports the widely held view that 
Russia has violated the agreement 
by taking advantage of the peace 
talks to mount its deadliest attacks 
on Ukraine. Also, it has used the 


time to strengthen the terrorists 
by training and amassing heavy 
weapons and personnel in contra- 
vention of the agreement. 

The Group criticizes the OSCE, 
responsible for observing the 
cease-fire, of lacking objectivity. 

“Ukrainians report that OSCE 
monitors fail to see Russian troops 
and equipment coming in. They al- 
low the terrorists the freedom to 
attack while restraining Ukrainian 
soldiers. Some thirty Russians act as 
observers. This is a clear conflict of 
interest,” says Group member Myro- 
slava Oleksiuk. “It has been claimed 
that members of the OSCE are used 
as a spy network for Russia.” 

Despite the violations, раг- 
ticipants of the Minsk process 
— Ukraine, France, Germany, 
Russia —are meeting June 10 to 


gauge progress and reports from 
the working groups dealing with 
other aspects of Minsk including 
elections. Sums up Group member 
Oksana Bashuk Hepburn: “This is 
more than a bad joke at Ukraine’s 
expense. They are moving on the 
dismemberment of Ukraine. Some 
7000 Ukrainians are dead. Minsk is 
dead: Ukraine must pull out.” 

The Group asks Canada to move 
on increasing sanctions. This in- 
cludes the listing of family mem- 
bers of sanctioned individuals as 
well as applying sanctions on do- 
mestic producers of Russia’s war 
effort and on international enti- 
ties fuelling its aggression. Most 
importantly, the Group calls for 
Russia’s removal from the global 
SWIFT banking system and for 
military aid. 
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The disastrous EU зипатісоп the European Partnership 


By Anders Aslund 

(Atlantic Council)—The Euro- 
pean Union’s Summit on the East- 
ern Partnership, held May 21-22 in 
Riga, was a disaster for Ukraine. 
For friends of democracy, the rule 
of law, and Ukraine, it would have 
been better had this EU summit 
never taken place and its joint dec- 
laration never written. 

This summit was expected to 
be a major embarrassment for the 
EU, delivering nothing in terms of 
European perspectives, financial 
support for Ukraine, freer trade for 
all, or freer travel. But the outcome 
was even worse than expected. 
The Riga gathering backtracked 
from the elevated Vilnius summit 
in November 2013, which sparked 
Ukraine’s Euromaidan. 

The 13-page joint declaration by 
the 28 EU heads of state, and rep- 
resentatives of the six Eastern Part- 
nership countries (Armenia, Azer- 
baijan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, 
and Ukraine) reads like a successful 


eral Security Service (FSB). Twenty 
of the 30 paragraphs contain no sub- 
stance and would have been better 
left out, while the remaining 10 are 
nothing short of disastrous. 

The most fundamental develop- 
ment in the Eastern Partnership in 
the last 18 months was Ukraine’s 
democratic breakthrough in Feb- 
гиагу 2014. Ukraine has carried 
out free and fair presidential and 
parliamentary elections — mark- 
ing Europe’s greatest democratic 
achievement in a decade. The joint 
declaration does not even mention 
this success, much less congratulate 
Ukraine. The first three paragraphs 
praise democracy in perfunctory 
terms, as would any bland United 
Nations document. Apparently, the 
EU summiteers did not care about 
democracy and freedom. 

The second important regional 
development is Russia’s military 
aggression against Ukraine. The 
EU declaration does not mention 
Russia apart from once when em- 
phasizing "Бе importance of the 


EU’s continued role in facilitat- 
ing gas talks between Russia and 
Ukraine.” Apparently, the EU sees 
itself as a trade mediator between 
Russia and Ukraine. A phrase about 
the “illegal annexation of Crimea 
and Sevastopol” is to be found at 
the end of the fourth paragraph, 
but it does not name the culprit and 
does not condemn this act. 
Similarly, the EU found no rea- 
son to condemn Russian military 
aggression against Ukraine and 
thus reneged on the UN Charter, the 
1975 Helsinki Final Act, the 1990 
Charter of Paris for a New Europe, 
and the 1994 Budapest Memoran- 
dum. This looks like a wholesale 
EU sell-out of international law. 
The big drama in November 
2013 was whether then Ukrain- 
ian President Viktor Yanukovych 
would sign the EU Association 
Agreement. Ukrainian President 
Petro Poroshenko did so in 2014, 
and both the Ukrainian and the 
European parliament ratified it 


sting operation by the Russian Fed- 


swiftly and simultaneously. But 


Putin’s gunboat diplomacy 


By Brian Whitmore 

(RFE/RL)—Back in the summer of 2006, Ukraine’s 
pro-Western government planned to host NATO exer= 
cises in Crimea as part of the alliance’s Partnership for 
Peace program. 

But when the NATO troops arrived, they were 
greeted with noisy, and often violent, demonstrations 
organized by pro-Moscow groups on the peninsula. 
When U.S. Marine Corps reservists tried to reach 
their training facility, demonstrators surrounded their 
bus, rocked it, and attempted to break its windows. 

After days of similar harassment, the exercises were 
canceled. 

The anti-NATO rebellion in Crimea nine years ago 
Was just one example of how the Kremlin used pro- 
Moscow groups to advance its interests in Ukraine. 

By using its proxies in Russophone regions to stir up 
trouble and infiltrate public institutions, Russia was able 
to create the impression that Ukraine was divided and 
dysfunctional — and prevent Kyiv from making any de- 
cisive moves toward integrating with the West. 

The Kremlin lost a measure of this capacity last year 
when it annexed Crimea, by far Ukraine’s most pro- 
Moscow region. It would lose still more if it annexes 
the separatist-held regions of the Donbas — or even 
freezes the conflict there. And had Moscow’s ill-fated 
Novorossia pipe dream ever gotten off the ground, it 
would have lost all of it. 

Every bit of territory Vladimir Putin takes away 
from Ukraine costs Moscow more and more of the 
fifth column it has spent decades developing inside 
the country. 

This is all worth bearing in mind as Russia again 
masses troops on the border amid widespread specu- 
lation that a new offensive in eastern Ukraine is com- 
ing this summer. 

Whether or not an offensive is, indeed, coming de- 
pends largely on what Putin wants. And what Putin 
wants is not exactly clear. 

According to an eyewitness report by Reuters week, 
Russia “ is massing troops and hundreds of pieces of 
weaponry including mobile rocket launchers, tanks, 
and artillery at a makeshift base near the border with 
Ukraine.” 

The widely circulated story also noted that troops 
at the Kuzminsky firing range, located approximately 
50 kilometers from the border, had removed their in- 
signia. Vehicles there had also removed their number 
plates and other identifying markers. 

The Reuters report added to fresh fears that the 
warmer weather will be accompanied by a summer 
offensive by Russia and its proxies to seize more ter- 
ritory in eastern Ukraine. 


General Philip Breedlove, the NATO commander, | 


said the separatists were using the relative quiet of 
the current cease-fire to regroup and rearm. Ukrainian 
President Petro Poroshenko told his National Secur- 
ity and Defense Council on May 6 that Russia had 
amassed 50,000 troops on the border and the separa- 
tists had 40,000 fighters inside Ukraine. 

In a recent article in The Daily Beast, Michael 
Weiss and James Miller examined recent separatist 
attacks and the flow of heavy and sophisticated weap- 
onry into rebel-held territory, concluding that "а sum- 
mer offensive is inevitable.” 

This could well be the case, Or Russia’s menacing 


stance could be a classic example of gunboat diplomacy. 

Despite multiple documented cease-fire violations 
and fresh separatist attacks, the conflict in eastern 
Ukraine is deadlocked. 

It’s deadlocked militarily. It’s deadlocked diplomat- 
ically. It’s deadlocked politically. 

And it even appears deadlocked inside Putin’s head. 

And this is because from the start of the crisis, Putin 
has appeared to be pursuing contradictory — and, in- 
deed, mutually exclusive — objectives in Ukraine. 

At times, he’s seemed bent on seizing large chunks 
of Ukraine’s Russophone east, from Kharkiv in the 
north to Mariupol and Odesa in the south. This would 
not only give Russia some key strategic ports, it would 
also provide a coveted land bridge to Crimea. 

But achieving this objective has always been a tall 
order. It would be difficult — if not impossible — 
to accomplish with just hybrid-war tactics. It would 
probably require a full-on invasion. 

“The cost of restarting the war would be high,” The 
Economist wrote in a recent editorial. “Russia would 
probably be hit with a fresh round of sanctions, which 
could bring down its banks. It would also have to send 
large numbers of regular troops to Ukraine, which 
most Russians do not support.” 

Not only would a full-on invasion be costly in terms 
of blood and treasure, there would also be no guaran- 
tee of success. It would be a militarily difficult oper- 
ation and Russophone populations in Kharkiv, Odesa, 
and Mariupol have proven much more loyal to Kyiv 
than the Kremlin expected. 

And even in the event of success, achieving this ob- 
jective would mean giving up on Moscow’s other goal: 
keeping its fifth column inside Ukraine in order to para- 
lyze the country and prevent it from moving West. 

Put simply, if Putin wants one of his goals in 
Ukraine, he has to give up the other. 

And which one he wants will set the tone for wheth- 
er this conflict winds down, or whether it escalates. 

So which of these objectives is Putin really after? 

First, the obligatory caveat. When trying to get in- 
side this man’s head, a measure of epistemological 
modesty is probably a good idea. Because, in reality, 
we simply don’t know. 

We don’t know what Putin is thinking. We don’t 
know whom he is listening to. And we don’t know 
what he is planning. We can only surmise based on his 
words and actions — and those of his surrogates. 

That said, my sense at this point is that the Kremlin 
leader is engaging in some high-stakes gunboat dip- 
lomacy.The suspension of the Novorossia project, the 
assassination of rebel leader Aleksei Mozgovoi, and 
the Kremlin’s recent rhetoric seems to suggest that a 
fresh offensive isn’t Plan A. Putin “wants the separa- 
tist Donbas to remain inside Ukraine, but as an open 
sore which Russia can prod when needed to control 
the country,” The Economist wrote. 

Russia’s menacing posture looks like an effort to re- 
mind Kyiv and the West that if he doesn’t get the Bos- 
nia-style “federalization” he wants for Ukraine, then 
he might be prepared to go for broke and re-escalate 
the conflict. 

Which doesn’t mean it is harmless. The thing about 
blackmail is that for it to work, you need to be ready to 
follow through on the threat. An invasion may not be 
Plan A — but it could very well be Plan B. 


then the European Commission 
agreed with Russia to delay its ap- 
plication, which amounted to the 
postponement of vital structural 
reforms in Ukraine. 

The EU summit backtracked fur- 
ther: “Summit participants look for- 
ward to the provisional application 
of the Deep and Comprehensive Free 
Trade Agreement (DCFTA) with 
Ukraine starting on | January 2016.” 
How did the application become 
“provisional?” The next sentence re- 
veals the source, talking about “[c] 
onstructive efforts in the trilateral 
consultations on EU-Ukraine DCFTA 
implementation.” How can the EU 
and Ukraine have “trilateral consulta- 
tions”? Again the EU has given in to 
the unmentionable Russia. 

The real trade drama is not the 
DCFTA but Russia’s severe sanc- 
tions against Ukraine. In 2014, 
these sanctions cut Ukraine’s ex- 
ports to Russia by half, eliminating 
12 percent of Ukraine’s exports. 
The main reason for the sharp fall 
in Ukraine’s GDP in 2014 was the 
war in eastern Ukraine. Needless 
to say, the declaration did not men- 
tion this problem. The EU commits 
itself to consider Russia’s largely 
imaginary trade problems with 
Ukraine, while it ignores Russia’s 
real trade war with Ukraine. 

Ukraine has gone ahead with 
the most far-reaching economic 
reform program in its history. 
The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) plays a major role in this re- 
form effort, while the EU is at best 
a bit player. The long declaration 


contains virtually no recognition 
of or encouragement of Ukraine’s 
impressive reform efforts amid war 
and economic hardship. The only 
mention is that “[pJarticipants take 
note of the progress made on ener- 
gy sector reform in Ukraine.” 

The IMF’s Ukraine program is 
seriously underfunded because the 
EU lacks interest in contributing 
more than a pittance of real credits to 
Ukraine. Neither the underfunding 
nor Russia’s many demands for debt 
repayments are mentioned. Ukraine 
is in a tense negotiation about debt 
restructuring with its private bond- 
holders and Russia, which is also 
ignored. Here, the EU could have of- 
fered at least verbal support. 

The hypocrisy of the EU declara- 
tion reaches its peak in the paragraph 
on security and defense issues. Tell- 
ingly the word “defense” is not 
written out. It might have made this 
paragraph too embarrassing even for 
the EU. Ukraine is rightly praised 
for its contribution “to the EU-led 
Naval Military Operation and “to an 
EU Battlegroup in 2014.” But the 
Russian-sponsored war in Ukraine’s 
east is not mentioned, and there’s no 
word about the absence of any EU 
military support to Ukraine. Hence, 
Ukraine offers the EU admittedly 
minor military support, while the BU 
does nothing for Ukraine. 

This disastrous summit would not 
have happened if the founders of the 
Eastern Partnership, Sweden’s for- 
mer Foreign Minister Carl Bildt and 
Poland’s Marshal of the Sejm Radek 
Sikorski, had run the show. 


Я 
PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


A MOTION FOR POLICE BODY WORN 
CAMERAS AND DASHCAMS 


Through my Parliamentary Motion 603, I am urging on all police 
forces in Canada to use body worn cameras (BWCs) and police 


dashboard cameras. 


I have long been a proponent of BWCs, but the decision to act on 
this issue by way of a Motion comes at the heels of the still unresolved 
incident in Bathurst, New Brunswick, where 51 year old Michel 
Vienneau was fatally shot by police in his vehicle; the 2013 Toronto 
streetcar shooting of Sammy Yatim by police, who was shot at nine 
times; and, most recently, in North Charleston, South Carolina, where 
Walter Scott was shot at eight times by police. It is noteworthy that 
North Charleston, with a population of 100,000, has dashboard cam- 
eras in its police cruisers, which did help determine the circumstances 
surrounding Mr. Scott’s murder. The city had previously ordered 120 
BWCs for its officers, and has now ordered cameras for all police. 
With a population ten times the size, Edmonton should do the same. 

We have the technology readily and economically available to help 
explain these tragic encounters and many others less tragic. This would 
provide substantive evidence to protect both the police and the public, 
as well as save vast amounts of court-time. Police could spend more 
time policing and less time in the court room. 

These recent cases clearly demonstrate the need for BWCs and 
dashboard cameras. This Motion will garner support for future ac- 
tion throughout the various police jurisdictions, showing the support 
of the House of Commons for such a cause, and eventually lead to a 


legislated response. 


It is my belief that dashboard cameras in patrol cars be used, and 
BWCs worn by all police officers, as a measure of public safety and 
investigative efficiency. These important tools must be made manda- 
tory, especially in our own community. 


What do you think? 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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Village opens 
summer season 


(UkrNews)—The Volya Ukrain- 
ian Dance Ensemble headlined this 
year’s Celebration of Dance Festi- 
val held at the Ukrainian Cultural 
Heritage Village May 18. 

Over 2,300, a number that is 


+} higher than usual, attended this 


year’s event, which opens the sum- 
mer season at this open air mu- 
seum, located 50 kilometres east 
of Edmonton, which recreates the 
life of the early Ukrainian pioneers 
of Alberta and houses a number of 
historic buildings from the 1891- 
1930 period. 

Volya performed three numbers 

— Hospodynnia, Black Sea Cos- 
sacks and Hopak. 
It was a busy month for the group 
which celebrated its 25!" anniver- 
sary last year. May 9 it presented its 
8th Annual Spring Awakening Gala 
at the Polish Hall in Edmonton. 


said David Makowsky, the Head of 
Communications and External Re- 
lations for the Village. 

“At the newly-restored More- 
cambe School, for example, a 
number of former students entered 
the school for the first time in years 
and exclaimed how it was restored 
and furnished exactly how they re- 
membered it growing up. We are 
proud that our efforts reflect their 
memories and are excited to show 
this and four other buildings to our 
museum visitors,” he added. 

The new buildings are: 


Morecambe School 
(Built: 1929 Depicts: 1930) 

By the end of the 1920s, the num- 
ber of children of school age in the 
region had expanded beyond what 
the old one-room schools could 
hold. This led to the construction 
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Cm CLOWCE 


hosted by the Eparchy of Edmonton 


Thursday, June 11, 7-9 рт 
Friday, June 12, 7-9 pm and 
Saturday, June 13, 9 am to3 рт 


St. Josaphat Parish Hall (Verkhovyna), 7637-108 Avenue 


The conference will be led by Fr. James and Linda Ellison from St. 
Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Church in Urbana, Illinois. The Ellisons 
have undergone great loss and grief in recent years and have shared 

their reflections on their experience from the perspective of our Christian 
faith with numerous groups throughout North America. Our hope is that 
they will teach, inspire, and uplift us. 


Си are welcome. Сг ВИ offering. 


To register, contact the Chancery Office at (780) 424-5496 
or chancery@edmontoneparchy.com by June 8. 


Park Memorial 
SPONSORED BY: fans Recon Cente Rone Aye. 
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Scene from Ivan Syla 


ACUA presents its first 
Ukrainian Kino Film Festival 


(Bottom Line Productions}—The Alberta Council for the Ukrainian 
Arts (ACUA) presents its First Ukrainian “Kino” Film Festival June 
12th -14th at the Cosmopolitan Music Society (8426 Gateway Boulevard 
NW). The festival features a diverse selection of recent Ukrainian 
cinema. Admission is $10 per person, with a special $5 admission price 
to attend the cartoon series screening on Saturday, June 13th at 3:00 pm. 
To reserve tickets contact 780-488-8558 or info@acuarts.ca. 

The festival’s lineup includes films The Guide, Ivan Syla, Braty. 
Ostannya Spovid (2013), and The Tribe. A special cartoon series features 
four new Ukrainian cartoons, titled Kotygoroshko (2014). Each is 13- 
15 minutes long (no sub titles available). Kotygoroshko is a fun filled 
program that follows the adventures of a young boy with his friends. 

The Guide is about the hope that makes us believe morning will come, 
that we will once again feel the sun’s warmth on our faces. 

Ivan Syla is a film that tells the outstanding life story of Ivan Firtsak 
who was born in June, 1899 in a Ukrainian village Bilky, Irshava 
district in Zakarpattia Oblast. At the age of 18 he became a performer 
with a Czechoslovak circus and traveled to 64 countries in the world, 
astonishing everybody with his victories. 

Braty. Ostannya Spovid (2013) is a psychological drama that develops 
on the highlands of the Carpathian Mountains. Two helpless old men, 
brothers, desperately try to keep up in a competition with each other in 
order to prolong their lives. 

The Tribe is set in a boarding school for deaf children, where a 
new arrival is drawn into an institutional system of organized crime, 
involving robbery and prostitution. The film is entirely in sign language 
with no subtitles. 

ACUA is a non-profit Ukrainian arts organization whose mandate is 
to facilitate and encourage, greater appreciation and awareness of the 
Ukrainian arts and their cultural significance to the greater Alberta 
community. Through exhibitions, tours, festivals, educational programs, 
workshops, and special projects, ACUA promotes growth and provides 
support to the Ukrainian arts and artists living in Alberta. 


Французьке ім'я - Українська душа 
11727 Kingsway NW | Edmonton AB TSG ЗАЇ 
780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 1.800.661.9843 
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June 12, 13, 14 
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Because you give... 


The Good News of Our Lord is 
shared with our brothers and 
sisters in remote and isolated 
mission across our vast land. 


“With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.” 
—Colossians 3:16 


Your support will help Presentation of Mary Sister Diane Lajeunesse to lead 
worship at Sacred Heart mission in Big River First Nation, Saskatchewan. 


PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY TO SUPPORT THE MINISTRIES OF CATHOLIC MISSIONS IN CANADA. 


Here із my giftof: []$20 [_]$50 | 5100 [_]$200 (15 
Г ) Cheque (made payable to Catholic Missions in Canada) []Visa {/_] Mastercard 
Credit Card Мо. Expiry. 


ГЛАмех 


Мате 
Fr./Sr./Br/Or,/Mr./Mrs./Miss/Ms. 
Address 


City, 
Phone. 


Signature. 


Province Postal Code. 
Email 


Mail to: Catholic Missions In Canada 
201 - 1155 Yonge Street, Toronto ON МАТ 1W2 


Tel: 416-934-3424 Toll-free: 1-866-YES-CMIC (937-2642) Website: www.cmic.info 


The Guide 
Friday, 7:00 p.m. English subtitles 
https:/Avww.youtube.com/watch?v=tAxw24lf-K4 


This film is about the hope that makes us believe morning will 
come, that we will once again feel the sun's warmth on our 
faces. The story takes place in a savage time, filled with 
bloodcurdling historical events. But the film is not about that. 
It is about how people endure great tragedies because there is 
hope in their hearts. 


Adventures of Kotygoroshko & Friends 
Saturday, 3:00°p.m. Cartoon has no subtitles 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9qpSH3sTHzE 
ml ivan Syla 

Saturday, 7:00 p.m. English subtitles 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=inVWed4pluU 


"мап the Powerful” is a film telling an outstanding life story of 
ivan Firtsak who was born in June, 1899 in a Ukrainian village 
Bilky, Irshava district in Zakarpattia Oblast. At the age of 18 he 
became a performer with a Czechoslovak circus and traveled 
to 64 countries of the warld, astonishing everybody with his 
victories. 


Cosmopolitan Musie Society he 
8426 Gateway Blvd NW, Edmonton 


Admission $10 per person 


Cartoons $5 per person 
Saturday 3:00 p.m. 


роноеовииаманивів Braty. Ostannya spovid (2013) 


рирорзваннокеюе Sunday, 2:00 p.m. English subtitles 


780.488.8558 or info@acuarts. ca 5 The біт is а psychological drama developing on the highlands 


of the Carpathian Mountains. Two helpless old men, brothers, 
desperately trying to keep up competition with each other in 
order to prolong their lives. Even though their bodies are 
decaying and both are sick the one still wants to outlive the 
other. But one day a woman enters their remote dwelling... 


For more information about 
the movies, go to 


The Tribe 
Sunday, 7:00 p.m. Rated R Disturbing Content 
https://vimeo.com/99616606 


The film is set in a boarding school for deaf children, where a 
new arrival is drawn into an institutional system of organized 
crime, involving robbery and prostitution. He crosses а 
dangerous line when he falls for one of the girls to whom he's 
assigned as pimp. The film is entirely in sign language with no 
subtitles. 
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Україна й Польща: 
Суспільство порозуміється 
швидше, ніж влада? 


Євген Солонина, Радіо Свобода 

Україна | та | Польща  налагоджу- 
ють співпрацю, і каталізатором якої 
став  українсько-російський збройний 
конфлікт, стверджують i представники 
українського консульства у Вроцлаві, й 
громадські активісти. Нині волонтери 
вантажівками доправляють допомогу із 
західної Польщі українській армії та пере- 
селенцям, Однак більшість активістів го- 
ворять про те, що інформаційна політика 
уряду України є неефективною, відтак 
чимало мешканців ЄС не розуміють, що 
відбувається в цій державі, а то й байдужі 
до української тематики. 

Киянин Сергій Костецький — пред- 
ставник однієї з великих ІТ-корпорацій, 
останнім часом живе і працює у Вроцлаві 
на заході Польщі. Коли розпочався 
українсько-російський збройний конфлікт 
на сході України, Сергій взяв кілька днів 
відпустки і поїхав разом з волонтерами 
допомагати українським бійцям. Повер- 
нувшись до Вроцлава - налагодив збір 
військово-технічної та гуманітарної до- 
помоги для армії. Про початок цієї роботи 
Сергій розповів Радіо Свобода. 

«Моя допомога Україні в цьому 
конфлікту - досить мала. Одного разу мої 
друзі - волонтери, які збирали та возили 
допомогу бійцям, сказали, що не мають 
водія для найближчої поїздки. І попро- 
сили, щоб водієм побув я. Мої рідні були 
шоковані: «Тобі днями треба бути на 
роботі в Польщі, а ти поїдеш бозна-куди, 
та ще й можеш там загинути!» Однак я 
поїхав, - розповідає волонтер. - Упро- 
довж двох тижнів ми об'їхали кілька 
військових бригад, завезли одяг, пред- 
мети побуту, обладнання. Крайня точка, 
куди ми завезли нашу допомогу - місто 
Щастя, військова лікарня. Далі нас не 
пустили на блокпостах: мовляв, дуже не- 
безпечно. За кілька днів, коли я вже був 
у Польщі - сепаратисти й росіяни атаку- 
вали той напрямок, куди ми марно нама- 
галися доїхати. Багато людей загинуло», 
- пригадує Сергій Костецький. 

Нині волонтер продовжує допомагати 
воякам та вимушеним переселенцям, пе- 
ребуваючи у Польщі. Свою допомогу він 
називає дуже скромною. Однак щотижня 
він з однодумцями відправляє до України 
великого автобуса або вантажівку, запо- 
внену одягом, медикаментами, засобами 
захисту та різноманітним обладнанням. 

За словами Сергія, українці, які живуть, 
навчаються або працюють у Вроцлаві, 
консолідувалися, щоб допомогти своїй 
Батьківщині. Чимало поляків - теж до- 
помагають: у Вроцлаві близько половини 
людей мають далеких родичів в Україні 
або предків, які звідти переселилися. Те, 
що місцева українська діаспора є досить 
великою, підтверджує і почесне консуль- 
ство України у Вроцлаві. 

За спостереженням Сергія, серед 
мешканців цього регіону майже відсутні 
проросійські настрої. Переважна 
більшість - усвідомлюють, що в Україні 
не громадянська війна, що це Росія напа- 
ла на Україну, каже волонтер. Водночас 
він бачить негативну тенденцію: дуже ба- 
гато поляків підтримують Україну лише 
на словах. 

«Вони не відчувають, що в результаті 
конфлікту Ha Донбасі безпека всієї 
Європи також опинилася під загрозою, — 
підсумовує Сергій. 

Польща є однією з найбільш дружніх до 
України держав, однак нині відчувається 


гострий дефіцит комунікації між країнами 
i в медіапросторі, і на рівні простих гро- 
мадян, констатує директор почесного 
консульства України у Польщі -Артем Зо- 
зуля. 

За словами Зозулі, «Думки людей, 
як і в Україні, відрізняються: залежно 
від того, хто яке телебачення дивиться. 
Проросійська пропаганда працює і тут, 
у західній Польщі. Росія вкладає в своїх 
лобістів у владі та в медіа великі кош- 
ти. Не скажу, що ця пропаганда є дуже 
ефективною, бо проросійські погляди у 
Вроцлаві й у регіоні мають одиниці. Од- 
нак є чимало людей, які налаштовані не 
те, щоб антиукраїнськи, а скоріше - бай- 
дуже до того, що відбувається в сусідній 
державі. Вони думають, що Польщі це 
мало стосується». 

Артем Зозуля наголошує: частина 
поляків загалом  поінформована про 
події в Україні, але не розуміє деталей та 
дійсних причин тих подій, які тривають у 
сусідній державі. 

«Коли почався Євромайдан - поляки 
думали, що українці повстали лише зара- 
ди європейської інтеграції. Вони вважали, 
що українські громадяни просто знають, 
що у Європі жити краще через інвестиції 
та вищий рівень життя. | що саме заради 
цього люди місяцями стояли на морозі. 
Далеко не всі розуміли, що Україна бо- 
реться з диктатурою, і з впливом Кремля. 
Регулярної та доступної інформації про 
події в Україні жителі Євросоюзу не от- 
римують», - вважає дипломат. 

На думку Артема Зозулі, збільшувати 
поінформованість Польщі про Україну і 
навпаки мають українські урядові струк- 
тури і громадські активісти. За словами 
директора почесного консульства, воно 
добровільно долучається до громадських 
ініціатив з євроінтеграції, не маючи яки- 
хось державних доручень чи спеціального 
фінансування. Так, консульство 
координує збір допомоги для українських 
Збройних сил і надає підтримку програ- 
мам українсько-польського обміну, які 
тривають в рамках проекту «Рік Європи в 
Україні». 

Взаємні поїздки українських активістів 
до Польщі, а поляків - до України і на- 
лагодження взаємних контактів дадуть 
змогу обом суспільствам краще розуміти 
одне одного, вважає координатор проек- 
ту «Рік Європи в Україні» Кирило Живо- 
TOBCbKHH. 

«Більш тісні зв'язки між Україною і 
державами ЄС дадуть змогу протистоя- 
ти інформаційній війні Кремля в умовах, 
коли політика українського уряду в цьо- 
му напрямку є недостатньо ефективною. 
А невдовзі - допоможе європейським 
інвесторам He боятися працювати 3 
Україною, а Україні - отримати більшу 
військово-технічну допомогу від Заходу», 
- зазначає Кирило Животовський. 

Усі співрозмовники Радіо  Свобо- 
да досить песимістично оцінюють 
здатність українського уряду ефективно 
протидіяти інформаційній війні Кремля 
та російському лобі в ЄС. Вони радять 
долучати до вирішення цієї проблеми 
громадські організації. Серед чинників, 
які можна використати для діалогу між 
суспільствами обох держав - велика 
кількість студентів, найманих працівників 
та переселенців з України в Польщі, а та- 
кож те, що поляки традиційно доброзич- 
ливо ставляться до України, сприймаючи 
її як геополітичного союзника Польщі. 
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Українські вболівальники у Варшаві. 27 травня 2015 року 


Футбольні фанати 
«Дніпра» зробили у 
Варшаві «День України» 


Юрій Савицький, Радіо Свобода 


У Варшаві  27-ме травня стало 
своєрідним українським днем. У центрі 
міста гуляли кілька тисяч людей 13 
українською національною символікою, 
а також символами Дніпропетровського 
футбольного клубу «Дніпро». Вони 
приїхали підтримати свій клуб у матчі 
фіналу Ліги Європи між українським 
«Дніпром» та іспанською «Севільєю». 
Серед гостей матчу мав бути президент 
України Петро Порошенко. Про це з по- 
переднього дня інформували польські 
ЗМІ, У столиці Польщі президент України 
мав зустрітися з поки що чинним прези- 
дентом Польщі Броніславом Коморовсь- 
ким, а також новообораним президентом 
Анджеєм Дудою. Проте у Варшаві Петро 
Порошенко так 1 не з'явився. Про те, що 
зустріч перенесли на пізніший термін, 
повідомив у коментарі Радіо Свобода 
прес-секретар президента України Свя- 
тослав Цеголко. Водночас про причини 
зміни дати зустрічі Цеголко не повідомив. 

Починаючи від 26 травня польські ЗМІ, 
а за ними й українські повідомляли про 
очікуваний візит до Варшави Порошенка. 
Він начебто мав зустрітися з Коморовсь- 
ким, а потім із Дудою, Інформуючи про це, 
деякі засоби масової інформації посилали- 
ся на свої джерела в оточенні Анджея Дуди. 
Та вже 26 травня пізно ввечері польські 
новинні інтернет-портали поширили спро- 
стування цієї новини. Мовляв, зустріч Дуди 
з Порошенком не відбудеться, оскільки 
новообраний президент надто зайнятий, а 
крім цього у середу він летить до Брюссе- 
ля. Поки що Дуда залишається депутатом 
Європарламенту, офіційно посаду прези- 
дента він обійме лише 6 серпня. 

27 травня однопартієць Анджея Дуди 
Кшиштоф ШЩерський уточнив, що ця 


зустріч не відбудеться не через якісь 
політичні міркування, а через технічні 
причини. Мовляв, візит Петра Поро- 
шенка неочікуваний, тож не вдалося 
узгодити графіки двох політиків. «Це не 
політичне рішення, це просто перенесен- 
ня на майбутнє зустрічі, яка, без сумніву, 
відбудеться», - наголосив Щерський. 

Якщо йдеться про зустріч Порошенка з 
Коморовським, то в першій половині дня 
у середу канцелярія президента Польщі 
повідомляла, що ця зустріч відбудеться за 
три години до початку футбольного мат- 
чу. По обіді стало відомо, що українська 
сторона візит Порошенка відкликала. Про 
причини цього рішення канцелярія поль- 
ского президента не повідомила. 

Зміна планів Петра Порошенка, який не 
приїхав до Варшави, не вплинула на свят- 
ковий настрій уболівальників «Дніпра». 
Від ранку центром міста гуляли численні 
прихильники дніпропетровського фут- 
больного клубу. Влада польської столиці 
надала українцям для їхньої фан-зони 
історичний центр міста, де завжди багато 
гостей з-за кордону. Натомість іспанська 
фан-зона міститься на правому березі 
Вісли, неподалік Національного стадіону, 
де відбувається матч. Хоч вболівальників 
двох клубів розвели по різних берегах 
Вісли, вони все одно зустрічаються, 
вітаються й обмінюються сувенірами. 
Попри футбольні емоції, такі зустрічі 
відбуваються без якихось неприємних 
несподіванок. 

Упродовж дня у центрі Варшави луна- 
ли вигуки «Дніпро! Дніпро!», улюблені 
пісеньки українських фанатів, а також 
«Червона рута», гімн «Ще не вмерла». 
Хоч Порошенко на матч до Варшави не 
прибув, та українські вболівальники зро- 
били у Варшаві справжнє свято України. 


Чехія і Словаччина обурені російським 
фільмом про окупацію Чехословаччини 


(Радіо Свобода) -Міністерство  за- 
кордонних справ Словаччини обурене 
російським документальним фільмом, 
показаним телеканалом «Россия 1», у 
якому виправдовується вторгнення військ 
Варшавського договору до Чехословаччи- 
ни у серпні 1968 року. 

«Документальний фільм у частині про 
військову інвазію і подальшу 20-літню 
окупацію Чехословаччини радянськими 
військами використовує неправдиві і старі 
ідеологічні кліше», - заявив речник сло- 
вацького МЗС Петр Станьо у понеділок, | 


червня. 

Словацька сторона вимагає від Росії 
«поважати історію також 1 в тому, що 
стосується подій 1968 року, які для Чехос- 
ловаччини та її громадян означали велику 
і довготривалу трагедію». 

У МЗС Чехії вимагають пояснень від 
російської сторони щодо цього фільму. 

Минулого місяця російський телеканал 
«Россия 1» показав документальну стрічку, 
у якій йдеться про події серпня 1968 року 
і виправдовується вторгнення військ Вар- 
шавського договору до Чехословаччини. 


"чі 
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After MPP Yvan Вакег 5 statement in the Ontario Provincial Parliament, members of the Ukrainian community 


Joined Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne, where a presentation was made on the latest documentary publication 
“Holodomor: The Ukrainian Genocide” апа an update was given on the progress being made to include| Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National Defence of Canada; 
Holodomor education in Ontario high schools. The reception was organized by the Ukrainian Canadian 3 y 5 
Congress — Ontario Provincial Council, the Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Toronto Branch, and the League 


of Ukrainian Canadians. 


Baker makes Holodomor 
statement in Ontario Parliament 


(UktNews)—May 26 Etobicoke-Centre MPP Yvan 
Baker gave the following statement on Holodomor 
Awareness and Education: 

“We have a number of guests from the Ukrainian 
Canadian community here today, and I'd like to speak 
about the Holodomor. 

“Mr. Speaker, the Holodomor was a genocide that 
occurred in 1932 and 1933 in Ukraine. It was perpe- 
trated by Joseph Stalin when he closed Ukraine’s bor- 
ders and confiscated grain. He did so to destroy the 
Ukrainian population that was opposed to his rule. 
That’s the same freedom and independence that the 
people of Ukraine are fighting for today. During that 
time 17 people per minute, 1,000 per hour and 25,000 
per day were dying of famine. The world was silent 
and millions died as a result. 

“In the gallery today we have two survivors of the 
Holodomor. My grandmother was a survivor of the 
Holodomor. She once told me that she hoped that the 
victims of the Holodomor would not only be remem- 
bered but honoured. “Honoured” means not just re- 
membering and commemorating, but learning from 


our mistakes as a global community and taking the 
steps to make sure something like this never happens 
again. That is why it is so important that young people 
in Ontario learn about the Holodomor. 

“That’s why I’m so proud to stand here today with 
leaders of the Ukrainian Canadian community who 
worked towards that goal for so long, with you, Mr. 
Speaker, and other members of the Legislature who 
co-sponsored a bill to recognize the Holodomor; and 
with our Premier and our Minister of Education, who 
have ensured that the Holodomor will be in the On- 
tario curriculum so that every young person learns 
about the Holodomor. 

“Today, | hope we take this opportunity to com- 
memorate and remember, but also redouble our efforts 
to ensure that a tragedy like this, a tragedy like the one 
that’s happening in Ukraine right now, never happens 
again. 

“Let us do as my grandmother would have asked, 
as all of the survivors and victims would ask if they 
were here today: Let us remember the victims. Let us 
commemorate the victims. Let us honour them.” 


Teaching future 
educators about 


(CIUS-Toronto)—In recognition of Genocide 
Awareness month, Valentina Kuryliw, Director of 
Education for the Holodomor Research and Education 
Consortium (HREC, Canadian Institute of Ukrain- 
ian Studies, University of Alberta), conducted six 
workshops in southern Ontario on the topic of the 
Holodomor. 

Kuryliw also serves as Chair of the National 
Holodomor Education Committee (NHEC) of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 

“April has become a time for recognition and re- 
membrance of those who have fallen victim to and 
survived genocides, and it is important that we ensure 
the place of the Holodomor in these commemora- 
tions,” Kuryliw explained. 

On April 24, 2015, the Canadian House of Com- 
mons passed a motion designating April as Genocide 
Remembrance, Condemnation and Prevention Month, 
recognizing and commemorating the victims and sur- 
vivors of the Holodomor, the Holocaust, the Rwandan 
genocide, and the Armenian genocide. The Motion 
calls on Canadians to remember these genocides and 
their victims in order to learn from the past and ensure 
that such atrocities are not repeated. 

Kuryliw conducted a workshop for history and so- 
cial studies teachers titled “The Genocidal Famine in 
Ukraine, 1932-1933, its historical significance in the 
past and present” at the Professional Development 
Day of the Toronto District School Board. 

Kuryliw noted, “A number of them already teach 
the Holodomor and were eager to acquire additional 
resources. This was a definite improvement over a 
workshop I conducted in 2011, in which almost none 
of the teachers knew about the Holodomor.” 

Kuryliw also held a workshop for history teachers 
and curriculum leaders of the Hamilton—Wentworth 
District School Board on April 21, and on April 25, 
for teachers and administrators at the “Equity and 
Inclusivity Conference” of the Dufferin Peel Cath- 


generations and 
the Holodomor 


olic District School Board. In each case, educators 
received handouts on the Holodomor that included 
sample lesson plans, information on new resources, 
new published materials and DVDs, and a pamphlet 
on the Holodomor Memorial Day that is held annually 
on the fourth Saturday in November. 

The teachers were particularly pleased to receive 
handouts detailing the curriculum applications of the 
Holodomor to specific courses such as the newly de- 
veloped ‘Equity and Social Justice’ courses in the On- 
tario Social Sciences and Humanities Curriculum and 
selected courses within the new Canadian and World 
Studies Curriculum (grades 10, 11 and 12). These 
handouts included educational expectations and focus 
questions aimed at helping students think critically 
and engage in discussion about the Holodomor. 

In addition, three educators teaching courses on 
genocide invited Kuryliw to speak to their classes, 
at Weston Collegiate Institute (Toronto), Markville 
Secondary School (Markham), and Bishop Marrocco 
Night School (Toronto). Kuryliw engaged students 
through her reflections on the Holodomor from the 
perspective of her family’s experience. Students were 
especially interested in making connections between 
events in the 1930s and what is happening in Ukraine 
today, Kuryliw noted. 

On April 8 Kuryliw met with representatives of Fa- 
cing History and Ourselves, an educational organiza- 
tion dedicated to examining “racism, prejudice, and 
anti-Semitism in order to promote the deployment of 
a more humane and informed society.” The purpose 
of the meeting was to share resources and teaching 
materials on the Holodomor and to explore possible 
cooperation. 

Later this year, the Holodomor Research and Edu- 
cation Consortium plans to publish “Holodomor 
in Ukraine, the Genocidal Famine of 1932-1933," 
a workbook for students and educators authored by 
Kuryliw. 


Right to left: Ійіуа Shevtsova, Senior Fellow, Brookings Institute; 
Oleksandr Turchynoy, Secretary, National Security and Defence Council 
of Ukraine; Ryszard Czarnecki, Vice Chairman, European Parliament; 
Minister for European Integration of Poland (1997-1999; James Bezan, 


and the Moderator, David Eades, Journalist, BBC. 


Bezan speaks at Kyiv 
security forum 


(UkrNews)—Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of National De- 
fence, James Bezan participated in Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk’s 
8th annual Kyiv Security Forum on May 28. 

He spoke on a panel titled Democracy Versus Authoritarianism: The 
battle is not yours but ours’. Bezan discussed the security, political and 
diplomatic implications of Russia’s aggression and how Russia can be 
held accountable for their actions. He highlighted some of Canada’s sup- 
port for Ukraine and assured our allies we will continue to stand with 
them. Bezan said was proud to offer Canada’s voice to this international 
discussion. 

Other speakers at the conference included, Petro Poroshenko, President 
of Ukraine, Dalia Grybauskaite, President of Lithuania and Eiki Nestor,~ 
president of the Estonian parliament. 

Canada has supplied Ukraine with support for its people, government 
and military. The Kyiv Security Forum represents yet another opportunity 
to Canada to demonstrate our steadfast support for our Ukrainian allies in 
the face of the Kremlin backed aggression. 

“Canada condemns the actions of Russia in Ukraine and calls for the 
immediate withdrawal of all Russian military equipment and personnel 
from all Ukrainian territory, including illegally annexed Crimea,” said 
Bezan. 


Kenney reaffirms Canada’s 
unwavering support for Ukraine . 


Jason Kenney, Minister of National Defence and Minister for 
Multiculturalism, met with Viktor Muzhenko, Chief of the General Staff 
and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. May 27, on 
the margins of CANSEC 2015, Minister Kenney and General Muzhenko 
discussed Canada’s unwavering support for Ukraine, including through 
the provision of military trainers and satellite imagery. General 
Muzhenko thanked Canada for donations of warm weather clothing and 
they agreed on the strong bond shared by our two countries. 
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Україна тисне на крихкий 


мир у Придністров'ї 


(Радіо Свобода) -Рішення Верховної Ради України про денонсацію 
п'яти угод про військову та розвідувальну співпрацю з Росією, 
загрожує порушити крихкий мир у невизнаному Придністров'ї, 
регіоні Молдови. Чи варто очікувати початку бойових дій і як це 
вплине на економіку регіону? 

Однією з жертв українського рішення денонсувати п'ять угод 
із Росією, скоріш за все, буде економіка Придністров'я - законна 
торгівля сталлю, промисловими товарами та текстилем, а також по- 
ширена незаконна торгівля контрабандними сигаретами, алкоголем 
і віднедавна - замороженою курятиною. 

Але вплив на «чорний ринок» залежатиме від бажання українських, 
молдовських і румунських чиновників поважати власні митні за- 
кони, розповів Радіо Свобода посол Уїльям Гілл, колишній голова 
місії ОБСЄ у Молдові. 

«Суть, коротка відповідь, полягає у тому, що це не є добрим для 
економіки Придністров'я. Регіон, який і так має великі економічні 
неприємності може очікувати лише складніші часи», - сказав він. 

Іон Леагу - колишній член Об'єднаної контрольної комісії Росії, 
Молдови та Придністров'я, яка домовлялась про припинення вог- 
ню чверть століття тому. На його думку, Росія має два варіанти - 
відвести війська з Придністров'я з відповідною зміною у складі 
міжнародних миротворчих сил, або розпочати перемовини щодо 
окремого повітряного коридору з Кишиневом, що може бути склад- 
ним. 

«Офіційний аеропорт Кишиніва напевно погодиться лише на 
перевезення працівників, офіцерів і солдатів миротворчих сил. Для 
нас (перевезення солдатів - ред.) 14-ї гвардійської армії було б аб- 
солютно незаконним. Так само використання аеропорту Тирасполя 
буде незаконним, згідно з міжнародними нормами», - сказав він. 

«За моїми спостереженнями, ніхто там, ні з боку Молдови, ні з 
боку Придністров'я, не хоче знову розпочинати бойові дії. Обидві 
сторони бояться провокацій - інцидентів, які можуть тиснути на 
іншу сторону», - сказав він. 

Український закон, ухвалений Верховною Радою 21 травня, 
практично відрізав доступ Росії до приблизно 1500 її солдатів, які 
перебувають у Придністров'ї, що межує з Україною та Молдовою. 
Російське військо складається з миротворчих сил із міжнародним 
мандатом і регулярної армії. 

Тепер російські солдати, що подорожують до Придністров'я, 
мають потрапляти туди через міжнародний аеропорт у Кишиневі. 
Роками Молдова дозволяла російським офіцерам i солдатам кори- 
стуватися аеропортом на шляху до Придністров'я, однак за останні 
кілька місяців Кишинів депортував близько сотні солдатів, які не 
мали знаків міжнародних миротворців, або не повідомили про свою 
подорож заздалегідь. 

Міністерство закордонних справ Росії заявило, що «переймається» 
через «російських миротворців», яким заборонили в'їзд до Молдо- 
ви. У заяві йдеться, що дії Молдови «серйозно ускладнюють» місію 
підтримання миру у Придністров'ї. 

Однак, як Радіо Свобода пояснив посол Гілл, технічно Молдова не 
зобов'язана дозволяти російським солдатам, навіть миротворцям, 
проїжджати територією Молдови, щоб потрапити до Придністров'я. 
Хоча країна має поважати угоду про припинення вогню від 1992 
року, Молдова, в принципі, має право зупиняти кого забажає. 

«Молдова обмежує або дуже обережно ставиться до транзиту 
через її аеропорт після проведення демонстрацій в Одесі мину- 
лого року, коли поширювалася інформація про те, що росіяни та 
повстанці зі Східної України намагалися відправити спецназ через 
Придністров'я в Одесу, щоб підтримати тамтешні протести», — ска- 
зав Гілл. 

З іншого боку, Тирасполь, так звана столиця Придністров'я, 
має доволі великий аеропорт, який зміг би приймати російських 
солдатів. Однак, у нинішніх умовах Україна навряд чи дозволить 
Росії пролітати над своєю територією. 

Матеріал підготували Марк Бейкер та Анна Шаманська. 


ГІТУ: У справі про узурпацію 
влади Януковичем допитали 
4 суддів КСУ 


(Радіо Свобода) -У рамках розслідування кримінального про- 
вадження про узурпацію влади екс-президентом Віктором Януко- 
вичем допитали чотирьох суддів Конституційного суду, повідомив 
керівник Головного управління нагляду у кримінальних проваджен- 
нях Генпрокуратури Юрій Севрук. 

«СБУ розслідує кримінальне провадження за фактом винесення 
суддями неправосудного рішення Конституційного суду, що сприя- 
ло узурпації влади. Наразі суддів допитують. Станом на вчорашній 
день були допитані четверо суддів, але прізвища я вам не скажу», 
- сказав Севрук. 

За його словами, підозру нікому з них не оголошували, Слідство 
триває. 

У квітні в СБУ повідомили, що розслідують кримінальну справу 
проти колишнього президента Віктора Януковича за узурпацію вла- 
ди, зокрема щодо скасування Конституції 2004 року. 

У 2010 році після обрання Віктора Януковича президентом, 
Конституційний суд України повернув президенту повноваження, 
втрачені після конституційної реформи 2004 року. 

Тоді КСУ визнав неконституційною політичну реформу 2004 року 
через порушення конституційності процедури її розгляду та ухва- 
лення, при цьому КСУ повернув чинність Конституції в редакції до 
змін 2004 року. 


Ділимося сумною вісткою що 
несподівано у вівторок, 26-го 
травня відійшла у вічність наша 
дружина, мама, бабця й учитель- 
ка, Люба Амалія Петрів. 

Любця народилася в Торон- 
ті 16-го квітня 1957р в родині 
Влодка i Софії Гавур. Молодша 
сестра Романа Гавура, Люба ви- 
ховувалася під опікою її бабці, 
Амалії Микицей, учителькою i 
засновницею української шко- 
ли в Надвірні ще перед війною. 
Поза родинним колом Люба була 
Пластункою і хоч вже давно од- 
нострою не вдягала але ціле 
життя жила і діяла за пластови- 
ми принципами. Люба пізнала 
Мирослава (Мірка) Петріва у 
1976p i вийшла заміж у 1978p. 
Разом вони виховали трьох си- 
нів, Ярослава, Марка та Адріяна. 

Переселившись до Coquitlam, 
ВС у 1990р. Люба вчила дітей са- 
дочку Рідної Школи як і теж сту- 
дентів Simon Fraser University. 
Учні, і великі i малі з радістю 
приходили на навчання до «пані 
Люби». 
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ї Вічна Пам'ять Любі Петрів 


Але найбільше уваги Люба 
приділяла внукам Дінчикові та 
Чейсикові. Під її опікою вирос- 
тали чемні й мудрі хлопчики. 

Уся українська громада Ванку- 
веру любила та поважала «пані 
Любу». Без її порад багато гаря- 
чих голов були б нехотячи вчини- 
ли або сказали щось що вийшло б 
громаді на зло. Проте хоч за при- 
родою поміркована, але Люба пе- 
ретворювалася на тигрицю коли 


хто небуть грозив добрій славі 
кому з її родина та друзів. Тим 
самим вона мала чіткий інстинкт 
зразу із першої зустрічі розпіз- 
навати фальшивих чи брехливих 
осіб. Дружити з «панею Любою» 
це було честь і визнання. 

З великим смутком родина Пе- 
трів та широке коло її друзів та 
подруг прощається з нашою не- 
повторною Любцею. Парастас i 
прощання відбулися 4-го червня 
у приміщені Burkeview Funeral 
Home, Port Coquitlam, BC. Пана- 
хида відбулася 5-го червня, теж у 
Burkeview; а саме поховання від- 
булося між затишними дерева- 
ми цвинтаря Кобіп5оп Метогіаї 
Park Cemetary, Coquitlam, BC. 

Вічная пам'ять 
Герої невмирають 

Якщо хто схоче зробити по- 
жертву, то як учительці з самої 
природи й натури, просимо по- 
дарувати на українську школу у 
Ванкувері. Це можна здійснити 
зробивши пожертву Ha: Eparchy 
of New Westminster, memo: 
Eparchial School. 


Мінфін сповнений оптимізму: 
Україна виходить із кризи 


Яна Полянська, Радіо Свобода 

Дводенний Київський безпеко- 
вий форум завершився 29 травня 
із позитивними для України вис- 
новками. Міжнародна спільнота 
солідарно підтримує офіційний 
Київ дипломатично, фінансово 
та політично. Натомість Росію 
відкрито називають ініціатором 
війни на Донбасі. Водночас, світ 
методично нагадує Україні: ре- 
форми мають рухатись швидше 
і війна - не виправдання. Водно- 
час, Міністерство фінансів має 
позитивні прогнози: Україна ви- 
ходить із кризи і змінюється, хоч 
і болюче. 

Конфлікт на Донбасі спричи- 
нило не те, що Україна почала 
зближуватися з ЄС, атой факт, що 
Росія обрала шлях конфронтації. 
Про це на 8-у Київському без- 
пековому форумі заявив міністр 
закордонних справ Німеччини 
Франк-Вальтер Штайнмаєр. 

Він також додав, що ЄС гото- 
вий допомогти Україні відновити 
політичну та економічну 
стабільність. За його словами, 
про це чітко свідчать результа- 
ти Ризького саміту, де Україні 
відповіли: з наступного року 
безвізовий режим може стати 
реальністю. 

«Давайте чітко скажемо, що 
викликало цей конфлікт: анексія 
Росією Криму в порушення всіх 
норм міжнародного права і про- 
довження військових дій на 
Сході Україні», - сказав глава 
МЗС Німеччини. 

Водночас, Штайнмаєр наго- 
лосив на позиції, яку постійно 
повторює і канцлер Німеччини 
Ангела Меркель: цей конфлікт 
не має військового вирішення. 
За його словами, Мінські угоди 
- недосконалі, утім це єдиний 
документ, під яким поставили 
підписи всі сторони. Він також 
нагадав, що 2 червня робоча три- 
стороння група обговорюватиме 
питання безпеки, гуманітарної 
допомоги, економічного 
відродження і політичної рефор- 
ми. Представник Німеччини за- 


Міністр 


фінансів 
Наталія Яресько 


України 


значив: міжнародні санкції про- 
ти Росії безпосередньо пов'язані 
з виконанням нею Мінських 
угод. 

Свою підтримку Україні вис- 
ловила 1 Литва, що продовжує 
бути одним із найсильніших 
адвокатів офіційного Києва в 
ЄС. Навряд чи через рік війни 
на Донбасі у світі залишились 
країни, які досі не розуміють, що 
відбувається на сході України. 
Таку думку висловив в ексклю- 
зивному інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода 
заступник спікера парламенту 
Литви, колишній литовський 
прем'єр Гедимінас Кіркілас. 

Найвільніше підтримують 
Україну та протистоять Росії ті дер- 
жави, каже він, які найменше зале- 
жать від Кремля в економічному 
сенсі. Також на це впливає i 
спорідненість чи наближеність до 
України, додає він. 

Кіркілас пропонує Україні, 
окрім необхідного  реформу- 
вання, більше звертати увагу на 
своє позиціонування в світі. На 
думку литовського політика, чим 
більше українські парламентарі 
та громадські організації 
розповідатимуть про українську 
культуру та проблеми на Заході, 
тим легше буде надалі заручи- 
тись підтримкою міжнародних 
партнерів. 

«Тобто, реформи, які ви ро- 


бите вдома - про це треба гово- 
рити. Тому що і ви, і ми (Литва 
- ред.) були, все-таки, під ковпа- 
ком багато років. Вам потрібно 
розповідати про Україну, про її 
культуру», - каже він. 

Реформи в Україні рухаються 
болюче, проте успішно, звітує 
уряд. Україна виходить з кри- 
зи, що стала результатом війни, 
анексії Криму та діяльності ко- 
манди Януковича. Про це зая- 
вила міністр фінансів Наталія 
Яресько в рамках форуму. 

Аби повністю подолати наслідки 
економічного занепаду, Каже 
вона, слід загалом стабілізувати 
економічну ситуацію, знизити 
боргове навантаження на бюджет, 
поліпшити інвестиційний клімат, 
а також змінити умови ведення 
бізнесу в Україні. 

Загалом, Мінфін має позитив- 
ний прогноз не на поточний, а 
на 2016 рік. Згідно прогнозам, 
дерегуляція дасть «світло в кінці 
тунелю». Допомогти з цим має 
подальша співпраця з МВФ, 
каже Яресько. За її словами, 
переговори місії щодо першого 
перегляду програми розшире- 
ного фінансування «близькі до 
позитивного результату», хоч і 
рухаються непросто. 

«У мене перше бажання 1 
пріоритет - домовитись. Ми до- 
мовились більш-менш про BCe, 
там одне речення залишилось. 
Відповідно до зобов'язань, ми 
зробили майже все. Залишають- 
ся відкритими низка питань, які. 
ми маємо упродовж червня вико- 
нувати», - каже міністр. 

Старший науковий 
співробітник Атлантичної ради 
(США) Андерс Ослунд, комен- 
туючи ситуацію в економіці 
України, порадив: видатки бюд- 
жету та Пенсійного фонду зо- 
крема потрібно скорочувати, 
інакше жодні кредити не вряту- 
ють. За його словами, наразі тя- 
гар України в економіці більший, 
ніж у багатьох інших країнах, а 
державні видатки відносно ВВІЇ 
є одними з найбільших у світі. 
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7 Artem Kolomijchuk 


Artem Kolomijchuk passed away 


passes away 


peacefully on Wednesday, May 20, DR 


2015 with his daughter, Lesia, by 
his side. 

He was born Oct. 25, 1925 in the 
city of Berezne, which is in today’s 


Rivne Oblast, in Ukraine. He was : 


the third child of Ivan Kolomij- 


chuk, and Oksana (nee Mazepa) Мі 
and had four sisters, Nastia, Maria, | 


Hania and Nadia. Two of them, 
Nastia and Maria were half-sisters 
as his father’s first wife was killed 
by lightning. 


As a young boy, Artem had to і 


work in order to help the family 
and only went as far as Grade 3 in 
school, though he was to continue 
his studies at a later age. 

In June 1941 the Germans in- 
vaded Ukraine and, in May 1943, 
while he was training to become 
a tailor, they came and took his 
whole school away.to Germany 
for forced labour. For two years he 
worked as a farmhand near Mann- 
heim and had to wear an Ost arm- 
band to show he came from Reich- 
skomissariat Ukraine, the Nazi ad- 
ministrative zone which included 
the Rivne region. He found that 
humiliating and would often take it 
off, for which he was punished. 

When, in 1945, the French Army 
liberated Mannheim, Artem enlist- 
ed in it and worked as their cook 
for one year. Upon learning from 
a sympathetic lieutenant who had 
fought for Ukraine’s liberation 
after the First World War that the 
army was about to be shipped out 
to fight in Indochina (present day 
Vietnam), Artem devised a ruse to 
get a voluntary discharge by tell- 
ing them he wanted to return to the 
USSR. They were only too happy 
to comply because under the Yalta 
agreement the Western Allies were 
repatriating citizens of the pre-war 
USSR. Artem, however, had been a 
citizen of pre-war Poland, thus not 
subject to repatriation, and had no 
intention falling under Communist 
subjugation. But this got him out 
of the army and gave him the op- 
portunity to make it to the Biberach 
Displaced Persons (D.P.) Camp 
where, he heard, there were a lot of 
Ukzainians. 

Artem arrived in Biberach in 
April, 1946. Immediately he signed 
up for work. One day a French 
supervisor asked if anyone spoke 
French, which he did and got a job 
as a supervisor for a French lumber- 
ing camp. He was also responsible 
for distributing supplies which was 


more valuable than money after the 
war because supplies and products 
were in great demand. 

At the same time Artem became 
a member of the Organization of 
Ukrainian Nationalists (O.U.N.), 
whose objective was to liberate 
Ukraine and which provided much- 
needed social, educational and cul- 
tural programs for the Ukrainians 
in the DP camps. This is how he 
was able to continue his studies 
and become active in the social 
life of the community. He worked 
tirelessly for the organization and 
dreamed of the day he would be 
able to return to a free Ukraine. 

It was in Biberach that Artem 
met his wife future wife, Olena in 
November 1946, during a Ukrain- 
ian dance rehearsal. They were 
married on July 30, 1947 in a civil 
ceremony, which was followed by 
a church service on January 24, 
1948. Olena embroidered a special 
shirt for Artem for the wedding. 

But life in the D.P. camps was 
quite difficult and people began to 
look for places to emigrate to, the 
main choices being Canada, the 
United States, Brazil, Argentina 
and Australia. Artem and Olena 
chose Canada because it accepted 
children more readily than the 
United States, and their first son, 
Taras, had already been born in 
Germany. 

In May 1950, they left for Can- 
ada under a two-year contract to 
pick sugar beets, which also made 
them eligible for future citizenship. 
After an eight-day voyage on the 
General W. C. Langfitt, they ar- 
rived in Halifax on May 20, 1950, 
leaving that same day for their final 
destination — Lethbridge, Alberta. 
They worked for three years on the 
sugar beet farms in the towns of 
Lethbridge, Picture Butte and Dia- 


mond City. There was a thriving 
Ukrainian community there at the 
time as many others from the D.P. 
camps signed similar contracts and 
Artem joined the newly-created 
League for Ukraine’s Liberation 
(Now called the League of Ukrain- 
ian Canadians), which the O.U.N. 
had established as its Canadian arm 
and served as their bookkeeper. 

In March 1953 Artem and Olena 
moved to Calgary and lived in rented 
homes until buying their first house 
in the Crescent Heights area in 
1955. In Calgary, their second son, 
(Yurchyk) died in infancy in 1954, 
but the family was blessed with three 
more children — Thor (1956) Lesia 
(1960) and Yaroslaw (1962). 

Artem was employed by the 
City of Calgary for 34 years until 
his retirement in 1987. Proud of 
his Ukrainian heritage, Artem con- 
tinued to be active in the O.U.N. 
and the League, becoming a 
founding member of their Calgary 
Branch and their youth organiza- 
tion, Splika Ukrayins’koyi Molodi 
(CYM). Artem was also a founding 
member of the Ukrainian (Calgary) 
Savings and Credit Union Ltd. in 
1960, serving on the first Board as 
a Director. He loved Canada for the 
freedom and values that Canada 
exemplifies. One of Artem’s fa- 
vourite pastimes was watching the 
Canadian Football League action 
on television. Another was sitting 
in his backyard feeding the birds 
that would flock around his trees 
and bathe in the birdbath. 

Artem was not a man of many 
words but he loved his family. 
He leaves behind Taras (Vera), 
Thor (Georgia), Lesia Levytsky 
(Marco), daughter-in-law Irene; 
grandchildren, Yar (Char), Bohdan 
(Holly), Christine Kope (Kelly), 
Stefania (Yuri Prots), Paul and 
Andrew; great-grandchildren, 
Tyler, Chelsea, Cailyn Kope and a 
new baby Kope due in June 2015. 
Artem was predeceased by Olena, 
his loving wife of 64 years, his son 
Yaroslaw and infant son Yurko. 

Until illness struck Artem in the 
last few months, he enjoyed walk- 
ing, reading and attending church. 
It is significant to note that the day 
he passed away was exactly 65 
years after his arrival in Canada. 

He is remembered as a father, 
grandfather and great grandfather 
who was a very hard-working and 
humble man that never gave up his 
love for his native land " ОКгауїпа". 

Вічная Пам'ять! 


IMF lowers Ukraine’s estimated growth to -9% 


(RFE/RL)—The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) says it has 
lowered its forecast for Ukraine’s 
war-battered economy, predicting the 
economy will contract by 9 percent 
during 2015 — due in large part to 
“the unresolved conflict in the east.” 

It said the IMF’s Ukraine mis- 
sion “has revised down growth 
projections for 2015 to negative 9 
percent and projects end-year infla- 
tion at 46 percent.” 

The downward revision on May 
31 of Ukraine’s projected gross 
domestic product — the value of 
everything the country produces 
— followed a two-week visit by an 
IMF delegation to Kyiv that was 
completed on May 29. 

Ukraine is nearly bankrupt and 


is fighting a war in its east against 
Russian-backed separatists. 

The government in Kyiv is 
hoping the IMF will disburse a 
second tranche of credit of about 
$2.5 billion under its four-year, 
$17.5 billion bailout program. 

The IMF said its mission in Kyiv 
had held “constructive discussions” 
with Ukrainian government author- 
ities during the previous two weeks 
on the policies needed to complete the 
first review of the IMF financial sup- 
port package, known as the Extended 
Fund Facility Arrangement (EFF). 

The head of an IMF team that 
visited Ukraine, Nikolay Gue- 
orguiev, said “understandings” 
had been reached with Ukrainian 
authorities on most issues and that 


there would be further discussions 
in the coming days to finalize a 
staff-level agreement for approval 
by the IMF board. 

Despite the downward growth 
revision, Gueorguiev gave a posi- 
tive assessment of progress by 
Kyiv’s government on reform. 

He said “good implementation” 
of the reform program had been 
achieved by Kyiv despite the un- 
resolved conflict in the east and 
that the IMF mission saw signs 
emerging that “economic stability 
is gradually taking hold.” 

He said Kyiv’s commitment to its 
reform program “remains strong,” 
and that “all structural benchmarks 
due in the spring are on course to 
be met, albeit some with delay.” 


Vladimir Katriuk 


D & D victim Katriuk 


dies in Quebec 


(UkrNews)—A former victim of the Denaturalization and Deportation 
(D & D) policy which was in place during the 1990s and the early part of 
this century has died, reported The Globe and Mail and the Canadian Press. 

Vladimir Katriuk’s lawyer Orest Rudzik told The Globe and Mail on - 
May 28 that the 93-year-old beekeeper of Ukrainian ancestry who lived 
in Ormstown Quebec for more than 60 years, died the previous week. 

“Mr. Katriuk has passed away, after years of unwarranted harassment, 
media not excepted,” said Rudzik, who served as legal counsel to 
Katriuk over the years. 

"Г т glad he’s at peace. He’d been ailing for a long time.” 

During World War II Katriuk had been a member of which fought 
Soviet partisans in Ukraine. But when the unit was moved to France in 
August 1944, Katriuk with his entire battalion defected and joined the 
French Resistance to fight Nazis. Later that year he joined the French 
Foreign Legion as a private and was one of 25 to 25 volunteers who 
were asked by their French commanders to go to the front to fight the 
German army. Katriuk was placed in charge of a machine gun and, 
during the course of his participation, was severely injured. 

He moved to Canada in 1951, but was accused of lying to authorities 
about his wartime past by the War Crimes Unit of the Department 
of Justice under the D & D policy — a civil process under which it 
was unnecessary to prove any criminal activity and the question of 
whether an individual lied could be decided simply on the “balance of 
probabilities” instead of the much more stringent criminal standard of 
“beyond a reasonable doubt.” 

Thus, in 1999 a federal citizenship court found that Katriuk had 
probably lied upon entering Canada, but also found no evidence that he 
had participated in war crimes. In 2007, the Cabinet of Canada decided 
not to revoke Katriuk’s citizenship. 

But on May 8 of this year, the Investigative Committee of the Russian 
Federation, a law-enforcement body that reports only to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, called on Canada to deliver Katriuk to Moscow so he can 
be tried for alleged war crimes, reported The Globe and Mail. 

The Russians claimed Katriuk was involved ina March 1943 massacre 
in Khatyn, Belarus. 

The Harper government responded by ignoring the request and 
saying it will never recognize Moscow’s annexation of Crimea and its 
interference in Ukraine. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress, an umbrella groups which 
represents 1.2 million Canadians of Ukrainian origin, has urged Ottawa 
to ignore Russia’s demands. 

In a statement provided to The Globe and Mail last month, the 
Ukrainian UCC called for Katriuk to be left alone. 

“The Federal Court of Canada in 1999 found no evidence that Mr. 
Katriuk participated in war crimes or atrocities against the civilian 
population” during the Second World War,” UCC executive director 
Taras Zalusky said in a statement. 

“Canada’s cabinet refused to strip Mr. Katriuk of Canadian citizenship 
for those same reasons,” he said. 

Zalusky called Moscow’s investigation “an obvious attempt to distract 
attention away from Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea, invasion of 
and war against Ukraine, and sow discord among ethnic communities in 
Canada.” 


Kremlin used fake satellite 
photos to support MH17 claims" 


(RFE/RL)—A team of independent investigators from Britain has 
determined that Russia’s Defense Ministry released doctored satellite 
photos with falsified dates as evidence to support its claim that Ukrain- 
ian government forces shot down Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 in east- 
ern Ukraine in July 2014. 

The report was released on May 31 by British citizen journalist Eliot 
Higgins and his website, Bellingcat. 

It consists of digital forensic analysis of satellite photos released by 
the Kremlin four days after the July 2014 crash and later published on 
the Russian Defense Ministry’s official website. 

The Bellingcat report concludes that the photographs released by Mos- 
cow “were digitally modified using Adobe Photoshop С55 software.” 

U.S. and German intelligence sources have said the plane was shot 
down by pro-Russian separatists using a Buk surface-to-air missile fired 
from territory under separatist control. 

All 298 people aboard MH17 from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur were 
killed in the crash. 

An independent team of Dutch investigators that has visited the crash 
site will present its findings in October 2015. 
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Ukraineneeds “massive” attackon corruption 


(UkrNews)—The overall fix for 
Ukraine’s plummeting economy is 
and massive attack on and the de- 
struction of the endemic corruption 
in the country, said the guest speak- 
er at the Kyiv Konnection banquet 
in Edmonton, May 14. 

“Corruption is corrosive. Cor- 
7 ruption ruins the economy,” said 
Dr. Basil Kalymon, Professor 
Emeritus, Ivey Business School, 
University of Western Ontario and 
Chair of the Economic Advisory 
Council to the Ukraine Ministry of 
Economic Development and Trade. 

Because of the huge level of cor- 
ruption, Ukraine finds it very dif- 
ficult to attract the investment it so 
desperately needs. 

Speaking at the annual fund- 
raiser for the Ukrainian Foundation 
for College Education, which was 
held at St. John’s Cultural Centre, 
~ he said that Ukraine’s economy is 
in dire straits, with a decline of 7 
per cent of GDP last year and the 
annual deficit at 10% of total GDP. 

During the regime of ousted 
President Viktor Yanukovych ‘the 
economy was grossly mismanaged, 
while he and his cronies took every- 
thing they could. The total debt that 
was accumulated during this period 
was a total of $70 billion while the 
GDP is only $77 billion. This puts 
Ukraine in a position of technical 
default. 

What’s more, $40 billion of that 
- debt is in hard currency which 
makes it especially onerous as the 
Ukrainian hryvnia has been in a 
freefall going from eight hryvnia 
to the dollar a year ago, as low as 
35 to the dollar at one point before 
reverting back to 20 on the official 
rate. But the black market rate is at 
25 hryvnia to the dollar, he said. 

Much of the problem is due to the 
conflict with Russia. Ukraine has 
been effectively invaded, is partially 
annexed and remains effectively at 


war, noted Dr. Kalymon. 

He outlined several changes 
that need to be implemented, first 
among them the elimination of 
subsidies for natural gas. The state 
firm Naftogaz pays Russia $450 
per cubic metre of natural gas then 
sells it to consumers at $50. They 
claim that is done in order to pro- 
tect the people, but instead officials 
are selling it commercially and 
pocketing the proceeds. 

In addition there is no incentive 
to conserve energy and Ukraine is 
three time more energy inefficient 
than Poland and five times as much 
as Germany. 

The solution would be to sell the 
gas to consumers at market rates, 
forcing them to conserve it while 
subsidizing the poor in other forms. 

Another aspect that needs to be 
changed is the procurement system 
in which officials jack up the prices 
for state projects in order to pocket 
extra cash and a social tax which 
amounts to 42 per cent. This cre- 
ates a shadow economy because 
business people try to avoid such 
onerous taxes, which means the 
state loses revenues. What’s more 
the money does not go to the in- 
tended recipients, namely pension- 
ers, but is pocketed by corrupt of- 
ficials. 

This too is an element of corrup- 
tion because pension funds do not 
go to their recipients but to corrupt 
officials he said. 

Dr. Kalymon said that while 
many people of good will are try- 
ing to make serious changes, but 
they are held back by the hundreds 
of thousands who profit from the 
current system. 

Nevertheless 
hopeful signs. 

“It’s going in the right direction 
but very, very, slowly. I’m optimis- 
tic that things will work out,” said 
Dr. Kalymon. 


there are some 


Village opens summer season 


Cont. from P. 8 

to as “teacherages,” many people 
simply called them teacher shacks. 
The South River School District’s 
shack is typical of the early teacher 
residences in east central Alberta. 
They provided a roof over the 
teacher’s head, a place to sleep, 
and a place to prepare meals — little 
more. 


Luzan Post Office 
(Built: 1926 Depicts: 1929) 

As the number of settlers in a 
particular district grew, the need for 
a local postal service was obvious. 
Residents of the area would then 
submit a petition for the creation 
of a new post office, often with a 
proposed name. Those who pro- 
posed the Luzan Post Office based 
the name on а village іп Bukovyna, 
Luzhany. This building was likely 
a converted granary, and was really 
no more than a small storage facil- 
ity for mail. Because it was rarely 
used for more than twice a week, 
the post office was also unheated. 
Most people who came to the post 
office did not stay long, but pre- 
ferred to gather in the adjacent gro- 
cery store. 


Grekul Barn 

(Built: 1915 Depicts: 1918-1919) 
As more and more land was 

cleared on the farms, the amount of 

livestock and machinery required 

to support the farm increased as 


well. This led to the development 
of a style of barn that was larger 
than those in Bukovyna, many of 
them with large lofts where hay 
and other feed could be stored. In 
the Grekul barn, horses were kept 
in stalls on one side of the central 
corridor, and cows were kept on the 
other side. 


Grekul Granary 
(Built: 1908-1909 
Depicts: 1918-1919) 

The Grekul Granary was empty 
for much of the year until harvest. 
It was thus used by the Grekul 
family for much more than storing 
grain. This was a common location 
for carpentry and other hand and 
garden tools. Items used season- 
ally in the house and animal feed 
were also stored here. It was also 
a convenient place to repair things. 
Because of the large overhanging 
roof at the front, things could be 
even stored on the outside walls of 
the granary. 

Other activities that day in- 
cluded: the Ukrainian Dance from 
Village to Stage exhibit from the 
Kule Folklore Centre, a Costume 
Exhibit from the Ukrainian Cath- 
olic Women’s League of Canada 
Museum, the Ukrainian Reading 
Together Art Display, Musical 
Entertainment, a Village Mar- 
ket, Children’s Activities, Wagon 
Rides, visiting the Historic Village 
itself, and Ukrainian food. 


Dr. Basil Kalymon 


In his report, Dr. Roman 
Petryshyn, retiring Director of the 
Ukrainian Resource and Develop- 
ment Centre at Grant MacEwan 
University outlined the URDC’s 
achievements over the past 30 
years including its most recent pro- 
ject newest project which is help- 
ing to solve the problem of war 
trauma in Ukraine. 

“IT am pleased to tell you that 
this past year URDC and Nursing 


Faculty at MacEwan, with cooper- 
ation of Ternopil State Medical 
University, have prepared a new 
mental health course 400 pages 
in length that has been translated 
into Ukrainian and we expect will 
start being used in Ternopil this au- 
tumn,” he said 

“I believe that in the future 
URDC can continue to build on the 
network and social capital already 
developed. I know that my succes- 
sor — Dr. Svitlana Krys — has addi- 
tional plans to develop courses and 
new learning opportunities. I wish 
her well in her endeavours. 

“Above all I encourage the 
Ukrainian Canadian community 
and MacEwan University to con- 
tinue advancing their partnership. 
This is a successful relationship be- 
tween town and gown hat deserves 
to be promoted as a model of an 
engaged university. 

“The next challenge is to build 
up the endowments at URDC from 
$7 to 10 million and create the re- 
sources to allow initiatives in the 
arts and sciences that bring benefits 
to all the stakeholders, both in Can- 
ada and Ukraine,” Dr. Petryshyn 


added. 

“As this is my last official re- 
port as Director of URDC I want 
to take the opportunity to thank 
the Ukrainian Foundation for Col- 
lege Education (UFCE) for their 
steadfast support of the centre. 
The proceeds of this banquet over 
the past 23 years have raised about 
$400,000 that has been donated 
through the MacEwan University 
Foundation to help finance URDC. 
As community members you have 
attended this fundraiser and played 
your part. I am very grateful to 
the current and past members of 
the UFCE Board listed in your 
program who sell tickets annually 
without fail. Thank you for all of 
your years of support,” he conclud- 
ed. 

Greetings were delivered by Dr. 
David Atkinson, President of Mac- 
Ewan University and Bev Essling- 
er, City of Edmonton Councillor 
for Ward 2. 

Master of Ceremonies was Glor- 
ia Zaharia. 

Entertainment was provided by 
the Ukrainian Dnipro Choir of Ed- 
monton. 


Chomiak presented with President’ 5 Award 


(UkrNews)—The 2015 Ukrain- 
ian Foundation for College Edu- 
cation President’s Award was pre- 
sented to John Chomiak at the Kyiv 
Konnection banquet held at St. 
John’s Cultural Centre in Edmon- 
ton, May 14. 

The presentation was made 
by UFCE’s President Dr. Emest 
Skakun. 

“John through your involvement 
with Advisory Council on Alberta- 
Ukraine Relations and the Canada 
Ukraine Chamber of Commerce, 
you promoted their cause for creat- 
ing a forum for networking, com- 
munication, and learning. By serv- 
ing as an information resource to 
Alberta’s Ukrainian community 
and strengthening further cooper- 
ation between the Alberta and 
Ukraine, you furthered the object- 
ives of URDC and UFCE,” he said. 

Chomiak served as a director 
on the UFCE Board from 1999 to 
2011 supporting UFCE’s fund-rais- 
ing activities. 

He has also served 10 years as 
a board member and concluded 
as chair of the Alberta Blue Cross 
Board; 12 years of service to the 
Glenrose Rehabilitation Hospital 
Foundation, culminating as the 
Foundation’s chair for 2 years. John 
was involved with the Northern In- 
stitute of Technology (NAIT), as a 
member of a board that founded the 
NAIT Foundation. He is a member 
of the advisory group to NAIT’s 
President and for several years 
John has been invited by NAIT to 
teach a class related to mechanical 
engineering technology. 

John is involved in politics at 
both the Provincial and Federal 
levels. In 1988 he was appointed 
by Don Mazankowski to co-chair 
the 1988 federal election for Al- 
berta. During Peter Lougheed’s 
tenure as Premier, John served as 
member of the Progressive Con- 
servative Finance Committee and 
chaired fund-raising activities. 
More recently, he was instrumental 
in Ed Stelmach’s bid as leader of 
the PCs and eventually Ed being 
Alberta’s Premier. 

On the recommendation of for- 
mer Member of Parliament Don 
Mazankowski, John was appointed, 
by then Prime Minister Brian Mul- 
топеу, to the Export Development 


UFCE President Dr. Ernie Skakun (left) presents John Chomiak with the 
President's Award 


Corporation Board. John served on 
that board for 9 years. 

John was senior member of Al- 
berta’s centennial celebration and 
was specifically responsible for the 
statue, which is located adjacent to 
the reflective pool on legislature 
grounds. He was the catalyst to 
have Prime Minister Mulroney to 
attend Alberta’s centennial celebra- 
tions. 

Former Premier Ralph Klein ap- 
pointed John to be a member of 
the Advisory Council on Alberta- 
Ukraine Relations. John was іп- 
vited in the mid 90’s by Manitoba 
Minister Len Derkach to assist in 
forming a relationship between 
Manitoba and Ukraine. 

John spent 10 years as a mem- 
ber of the Canada Ukraine Cham- 
ber of Commerce, serving as its 
vice-president and co-chairing the 
planning and organization of a very 
successful Business Forum. 

John’s professional careers are 
agriculture and engineering. On 
their farm south and slightly east of 
Mundare, John and his family raise 
registered purebred Charolais cat- 
tle. This fall, he will be celebrating 
53 years with Hemisphere Engin- 


eering. As its President and CEO, 
he led Hemisphere in building the 
most sophisticated and complex 
high containment laboratories for 
disease control and prevention. 
The first lab was built in Winnipeg 
and then through John’s leader- 
ship, Hemisphere was successful 
in providing engineering services 
in building a Level 4 containment 
lab at the world-renowned Center 
for Disease Control in Atlanta. 

The President’s Award came into 
existence at the Kyiv Konnection 
Banquet held in 1996 when the 
first award was presented to John 
Shalewa and since then awarded 
respectively to Dr. Albert Hohol, 
Dr. Roman Petryshyn, Suzanna 
Marie Sidlar, William Dymianiw, 
the late Bill Pidruchney, The 
Ukrainian Cultural and Education- 
al Trust (now known as the Ukrain- 
ian Foundation for College Edu- 
cation Trust), Alice Chumer, Dr. 
Geraldine Nakonechny, Dr. Steven 
Kashuba, Alan Skoreyko, Peter 
Kossowan, George Zaharia, the 
late Dr. Walter Buck, John Boyko, 
Drs. Peter and Doris Kule, Morley 
Workun, and to Ivan Kupchenko in 
2014. 
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Dnipro fall to Sevilla | UCC calls on FIFA 
in Europa Cup final 


(UEFA)--Sevilla FC wrote their own piece of his- 
tory on May 27 with a 3-2 final defeat of FC Dni- 
pro Dnipropetrovsk that earned them a record fourth 
UEFA Cup/UEFA Europa League crown. 

Holders Sevilla looked set to stay level with Liver- 
pool FC, Juventus and FC Internazionale Milano on 
three wins when Nikola Каїпіс gave Dnipro an early 
lead. The Liga side were soon in front themselves, 
only to be pegged back just before the interval. Carlos 
Bacca then showed his clinical prowess, though, to 
land his team a memorable triumph. 

It was perhaps harder than anticipated for the Anda- 
lusians. Myron Markevych’s men were, according 
to most observers, meant to come here to stifle Se- 
villa, to squeeze the life out of them and then pounce. 
Any such theories expired after seven minutes when 
Kalinié flicked on a long ball forward and then met 
Matheus’s precise first-time cross with an emphatic 
header. 

Sevilla’s fans had unfurled a pre-match banner read- 
ing ‘TRUE LOVE’ but never got much of a Warsaw 
honeymoon to enjoy. However, the objects of their af- 
fection are not the sort to take a backward step and 
responded the only way they know how: by pouring 
forward. José Antonio Reyes, the most experienced 
European campaigner on show with 91 UEFA club 
competition games to his name, went close, but this 
was Grzegorz Krychowiak’s time. Bacca deftly laid 
on the Poland midfielder from a corner and he finished 
adroitly despite a slight touch from goalkeeper Denys 


Boyko. 

The relationship between club and Sevillistas ap- 
peared to be more solid than ever when Bacca took 
one touch to latch onto Reyes’s defence-splitting pass 
and round Boyko, and another to stroke into the un- 
guarded net. Dnipro somehow responded, though, and 
were level again on the stroke of half-time, Ruslan 
Rotan — moments after Yevhen Konoplyanka had been 
denied brilliantly by Sergio Rico — delicately curling 
his free-kick beyond the reach of the new Spain call- 
up. A relentless, enthralling first 45 minutes. 

Reyes was one of the undoubted stars of that open- 
ing period and could count himself unfortunate to 
be taken off less than an hour in. The introduction 
of Coke, however, afforded Unai Emery more of a 
counter to the menacing Konoplyanka, Dnipro’s real 
game-changer. Sevilla nearly had a more unlikely 
match winner of their own midway through the second 
half, Stéphane Mbia heading over when picked out 
from another troublesome corner. 

Bacca is somewhat more accustomed to applying 
the finishing touch in these situations and needed no 
second invitation to do precisely that with a calm yet 
instinctive strike after Vitolo — brushing off а series of 
scruffy ricochets in midfield — played him in with a 
cute outside-of-the-boot pass. 

Though Boyko later deprived Bacca of the first 
UEFA Europa League final hat-trick, Sevilla’s No9 re- 
ceived a fitting reception when taken off towards full 
time — true love indeed. 


Will FIFA’s mounting scandal affect Russia? 


By Tony Wesolowsky 

(RFE/RL)—FIFA President Sepp Blatter’s shock 
resignation on June 2 amid a growing corruption scan- 
dal at soccer’s world governing body has uncorked 
questions that had previously been bottled up. 

Among them are whether the World Cups in Russia 
in 2018 and Qatar in 2022 could be under threat as 
U.S. and Swiss authorities pursue charges in separate 
investigations. 

Swiss prosecutors are looking into whether the bid- 
ding process to award those World Cups was less than 
clean. 

Qatari and Russian officials deny doing anything 
underhanded to win the bids, despite a string of re- 
ports suggesting otherwise. 

That the U.S. probe was motivated by a desire to 
punish Moscow seems unlikely despite Russian pro- 
testations to the contrary, says Gavin Hamilton, the 
chief editor of World Soccer Magazine. 

In a telephone interview with RFE/RL, Hamilton 
notes the U.S. probe has so far focused on alleged cor- 
ruption inside the regional soccer organization for the 
Americas and Caribbean, CONCACAF. 

However, that’s not to say the Russians have noth- 
ing to fear, especially from the Swiss investigation. 

“There’ve also been concerns about the Russian bid 
because there was a deal between the Qatari 2022 bid 
and the Spain/Portugal 2018 bid to exchange votes. 
And the Qatari bid managed to get the votes from the 
supporters of Spain/Portugal, [but] Spain/Portugal 
didn’t get the supporters of Qatar because their votes 
went to Russia. Russia managed somehow to persuade 
the exco (executive committee) voters that they had a 
stronger case than Spain/Portugal,” explains Hamil- 
ton. 

Hamilton also notes the Russians were less than 
cooperative with Michael Garcia, a U.S. lawyer 
tasked by FIFA to investigate corruption charges over 
the Russian and Qatari bids. 

“He wasn’t even able to speak with the people in- 
volved with the Russian bid because they refused to al- 
low him entry into Russia, and then said their comput- 
ers which they had used in the bid had been destroyed. 
So Russia did everything they could to obstruct any 
investigation into malpractice,” says Hamilton. 

Garcia stepped down in December after FIFA de- 
cided to publish only a summary of his report. 

Adding to his anger was FIFA’s conclusion that the 
probe had found no wrongdoing by Qatar and Russia, 
a claim strongly refuted by Garcia, although he has 
demurred publicly at making accusations. 

Experts agree it is too early to say whether the Swiss 
or U.S. probe could uncover such graft that FIFA of- 
ficials would be forced to rethink holding the World 
Cup in Russia or Qatar. 

In the case of Russia, time is not on the side of in- 


vestigators. 

“Preparations in Russia are thoroughly advanced. 
We are only three years away from the World Cup in 
Russia, so to switch it to another venue would be very 
problematic and involve huge legal costs. And any 
FIFA case would have to be completely watertight,” 
says Hamilton. 

There is a precedent for shifting the venue for a 
World Cup. 

In 1986, the World Cup was played in Mexico in- 
stead of the planned Colombia. 

That decision was made in 1982 and not by FIFA 
but by the government in Colombia, which was facing 
economic troubles and, more troubling for Bogota, a 
growing M-19 guerrilla movement. 

FIFA accepted the decision and quickly the United 
States, Canada, and Mexico emerged as replacements 
after Brazil backed down. 

Mexico won every vote cast by FIFA’s executive 
committee at the time after then-FIFA President Joao 
Havelange gave his backing. 

The prospect of huge profits promised by a Mexican 
TV mogul and, coincidentally, FIFA official allegedly 
won Havelange over. 

For Russia, Blatter’s exit is bad news, according to 
the Russian daily Kommersant. 

Russia was one of Blatter’s most vocal backers as 
he bid to win a fifth straight term at FIFA. 

The daily says Blatter defended Moscow when 
some in the West and elsewhere criticized FIFA after 
Russia won the right to host the 2018 event four years 
ago. 

As the recent FIFA scandal unfolded, Kommersant 
writes, it was none other than Russian President Vlad- 
imir Putin who came to the defense of Blatter, saying 
the FIFA president was coming under undo “pres- 
sure.” 

Russian officials suspect the probes — especially 
the one launched in the United States — are motivated 
by politics. 

Relations between the West and Russia are at Cold 
War levels over the conflict in Ukraine. 

Putin on May 28 accused the United States of “a 
further attempt to expand its jurisdiction to other 
states.” Putin said he had “no doubt” it was aimed at 
blocking Blatter from being re-elected. 

As the scandal broke, Russian officials lined up to 
deny it had anything to do with them. 

“There’s no doubt, if the 2018 World Cup was to be 
held in the U.S.A., and not Russia, then there would 
have been no arrests,” alleged Vasilij Sestakov, a Rus- 
sian lawmaker. 

Seven FIFA officials were arrested in Zurich on 
May 27 as part of the U.S. probe. They are now facing 
deportation on charges of accepting more than $100 
million in bribes. 


to revoke World 
Cup from Russia 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) calls оп J 


the Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA) to revoke 
the hosting of the 2018 World Cup from the Russian Federation. 

The UCC launched a petition May 28 to have Russia’s hosting privil- 
eges for the 2018 FIFA World Cup revoked. 

“The Russian Federation is engaged in an invasion of Ukraine that 
has cost thousands of lives. More than a million people have been dis- 
placed as a result of Russia’s aggression. The Russian Federation has 
invaded and illegally occupies the Crimean Peninsula of Ukraine, where 
it is carrying out a campaign of intimidation and suppression of dissent, 
targeted especially against the indigenous Crimean Tatar People. 

“As an aggressor state, and a state that coordinates, sponsors and sup- 
plies the terrorist organizations of the so-called Donetsk and Luhansk 
‘Peoples’ Republic,, the Russian Federation must not be allowed to hold 
an international event that symbolizes peace and the unity of peoples,” 
says the UCC in a media statement. 

_ “As many world leaders have stated, there can be no ‘business as usual’ 

with the Russian Federation until the Putin regime ceases its invasion of 
Ukraine, withdraws from Crimea and desists in meddling in Ukraine’s 
internal affairs,” stated Paul Grod, National President of the UCC. 

“FIFA should immediately revoke from Russia the privilege of hosting 
the 2018 World Cup, as a state that continues to violate the basic prin- 
ciples of international law. To allow the Russian Federation to host such 
a prestigious event would be tantamount to endorsing the Putin regime’s 
attack on Ukraine.” 

The UCC applauds the position of United States Senators Bob 
Menendez (D-NJ) and John McCain (R-Ariz), who wrote to the FIFA 
Congress, which took place on May 29: 

More than 40 countries, all FIFA members, have imposed sanctions 
on Russia in an effort to influence events on the ground in Ukraine. By 
allowing Russia to host the tournament, FIFA would offer an economic 
lifeline to the Putin regime in contravention of the multilateral sanctions 
that have been imposed by the international community.” 

The next president of FIFA has a responsibility to ensure not only a 
safe and successful 2018 World Cup, but the endurance of the FIFA mis- 
sion that claims to promote football “globally in the light of its unifying, 
educational, cultural and humanitarian values.” We strongly encourage 
you to elect a president who will uphold these values and work to deny 
the Putin regime the privilege of hosting the 2018 World Cup. 

The UCC joins the international community in its concern over ser- 
ious allegations of criminal mismanagement in the allocation of the 
2018 World Cup to Russia. Today, the Office of the Attorney General of 
Switzerland stated that they have seized documents at FIFA and “opened 
criminal proceedings against persons unknown on suspicion of criminal 
mismanagement and of money laundering in connection with the alloca- 
tion of the 2018 and 2022 Football World Cups.” 

The US Justice Department announced indictments charging 14 de- 
fendants - nine FIFA officials (including two current FIFA Vice Pres- 
idents), and five corporate executives “with racketeering, wire fraud and 
money laundering conspiracies, among other offenses, in connection 
with the defendants’ participation in a 24-year scheme to enrich them- 
selves through the corruption of international soccer.” 
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